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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  1962 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 

BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  : 

THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
AND  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TRING 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  seventh  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  social  conditions  of  your  Districts  for  the  year  1962.  The  report  is 
prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  is  in  a form  similar  to  those  of  previous  years.  The  sections  dealing 
with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area,  Housing,  and  the  Inspection 
and  Supervision  of  Food  have  been  written  and  compiled  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors,  to  whom  I am  indebted.  The  final  section  of  the  report 
is  devoted  to  a brief  survey  of  the  personal  health  services  in  the  Division, 
for  which  the  County  Council  is  the  responsible  Authority. 

The  vital  statistics  are  generally  favourable  and,  in  particular,  the 
infant  mortality  rate  remains  encouragingly  low.  The  incidence  of  Notifi- 
able Infectious  Disease  is  unusually  small  but,  even  so,  it  was  the  threat 
from  one  of  them.  Smallpox,  which  of  ail  the  health  hazards  last  year 
received  the  greatest  publicity  and  attention  and  which,  perhaps,  caused 
the  most  concern  to  the  local  population. 

The  facts  about  the  outbreaks  of  Smallpox  can  be  briefly  stated. 
There  were  five  importations  of  the  disease  into  the  country,  all  occur- 
ing  during  the  first  four  months  of  the  year,  in  which  the  diagnosis  was 
confirmed  in  62  persons  of  whom  24  died.  No  case  was  ever  reported  in 
the  Division,  though  every  doctor  was  on  the  alert,  nor  was  there  any 
instance  of  direct  contact  with  the  disease. 

The  national  publicity  which  the  outbreaks  received  from  both  the 
Press  and  Radio  with  dramatic  reports  of  almost  near  panic,  at  times,  in 
the  areas  affected  could  hardly  be  expected  to  do  anything  to  relieve  the 
anxiety  of  the  local  population.  Vaccination  achieved  a popularity  it  had 
never  previously  known,  with  thousands  of  adults  insisting  upon  vaccina- 
tion or  re-vaccination.  The  possession  of  a valid  certificate  of  vaccination 
was  demanded  by  many  foreign  countries,  affecting  many  would-be 
travellers  from  the  area  including  organised  school  parties.  It  was  a long 
time  before  the  bustle  and  excitement  subsided,  and  the  clamour  for 
vaccination  ceased.  But  it  is  an  ill-wind  that  blows  nobody  any  good  and 
the  infant  welfare  clinics  certainly  “cashed  in”  on  what  to  them  was  not 
unwelcome  publicity  for  their  vaccination  campaign. 
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Now  that  sufficient  time  for  reflection  has  elapsed,  one  cannot  help 
comparing  the  interest  and  publicity  given  to  a health  hazard  when  the 
danger  is  immediate  with  that  shown  to  hazards,  far  more  dangerous, 
where  the  danger  in  time  is  perhaps  more  remote.  Smallpox  caused  the 
death  of  24  persons  last  year,  while  lung  cancer,  for  example,  killed 
around  25,000.  The  irony  of  it  is  both  are  largely  preventable,  but  in 
terms  of  prevention  the  population  is  only  prepared,  seemingly,  to  take 
action  against  one,  and  that,  strangely,  the  lesser  evil.  The  clamour  last 
year  was  for  vaccination  and  many  adults  probably  required  the  solace  of 
the  extra  cigarette  to  face  even  that.  Our  sense  of  values  does  seem,  at 
times,  to  be  a little  incongruous. 

May  I conclude  by  offering  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Councils  for  their  kindly  consideration  and  continued  interest  in  all 
matters  relating  to  health,  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their  help 
and  co-operation  and  to  the  staff  of  the  Divisional  Health  Office  for  their 
loyal  support. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  HYND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

“Churchill”,  Park  Roard, 

Hemel  Hempstead,  Herts. 

August , 1963. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : 

R.  S.  HyND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

(also  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Dacorum  Division,  Hertfordshire  C.C.) 

BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

Alan  C.  Horne,  d.p.a.,  f.a.p.h.l 
(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  Smoke,  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

E.  Birch,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

D.  P.  J.  Byrne,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

J.  A.  Fish,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h. 

(Meat  and  other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H. : Housing  Management 

— Institute  of  Housing) 

K.  Whiteley,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h., 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

E.  R.  Potts,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  and  Smoke  Certificates — R.S.H.) 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

R.  H.  T.  Chappell,  b.sc.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  cert,  r.s.h. and  s.i.e.j.b. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

R.  C.  Sweet,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates— R.S.H.) 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Public  Health  Inspector  : 

C.  Laidman,  cert,  r.s.h.  and  s.i.e.j.b.,  f.a.l.p.a. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

(also  Surveyor  and  Housing  Manager  to  the  District  Council) 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

T.  Williams  Jones,  m.r.s.h. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.H.) 

(also  Surveyor  to  the  District  Council) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

G.  Wilson,  cert,  r.s.a.s. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate — R.S.A.S.) 

(Also  Assistant  Surveyor) 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1,  General  Statistics 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,193  acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid- 1962  ...  58,270 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  3 1st  December,  1962  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  17,646 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1962  ...  ...  ...  £1,057,564 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1962/63  ...  ...  £4,400 


2,  Extracts  front  Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  587  583  1,170 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  19  30  49 


Total  ...  606  613  1,219 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population : 20.9 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : 15.5 

STILL  births: 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 12  20 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 1 


Total  ...  8 13  21 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births:  16.9. 


deaths : 

Males  206,  Females  216 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate 


422 

7.2 

11.4 

Nil 

0.0 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  16  8 24 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


Total  ...  16  8 24 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  I 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  19.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  20.5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  0.0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.2 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.2 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29.8 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.18 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.52 

Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  tuberculosis  of  respiratory 

system)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.06 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  1.08 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  T.R.  but 

including  syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  ...  ...  ...  0.02 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.00 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1962  was 
58,270  as  compared  with  55,700  at  mid-1961.  Allowing  for  the  natural 
increase  of  population,  i.e.,  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  of  797,  this 
shows  that  1,773  persons  moved  into  the  area  last  year. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have  been 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  the  Borough  these  are  0.74  and 
1 .57  respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude  birth  and 
death  rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  truly  comparable  with 
those  for  other  areas  and  with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  need  for  such  adjustment  is  occasioned  by  the  difference  in  the 
constitution  of  area  populations  as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex 
and  age  group  components.  The  low  factor  for  births  and  the  high 
factor  for  deaths  are  both  indicative  of  the  relative  youthfulness  of  the 
Borough  population  as  compared  with  other  areas  and  the  country 
as  a whole. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  1,219  live  births  was  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
an  increase  of  13  on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  15.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  16.0  for  the  previous  year  and  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Still  Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers,  21  still-births  were  registered  during 
the  year,  a decrease  of  8 as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
still-birth  rate  was  16.9  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with 
23.5  for  1961  and  with  18.1  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  of  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  422  (206 
males,  216  females),  an  increase  of  14  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  11.3  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11.9. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Of  the  89  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  the  primary  growth 
in  12  instances  was  situated  in  the  lung  or  bronchus. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  19.7  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  10.8  for  the  previous  year  and  with  20.7  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males  Females  Total 


Under  1 year 
1 — 5 years  ... 

5 — 10  years  ... 
10 — 15  years  ... 
15 — 20  years  ... 
20 — 25  years  ... 
25 — 35  years  ... 
35 — 45  years  ... 
45 — 55  years  ... 
55 — 65  years  ... 
65 — 70  years  ... 
70 — 75  years  ... 
75 — 80  years  ... 
80 — 85  years  ... 
85 — 90  years  ... 
90  years  and  over 


ALL  CAUSES 


16 

8 

24 

1 

4 

5 

4 

— 

4 

3 

1 

4 

2 

— 

2 

8 

5 

13 

12 

6 

18 

19 

15 

34 

37 

27 

64 

17 

20 

37 

29 

28 

57 

30 

33 

63 

15 

29 

44 

10 

24 

34 

3 

16 

19 

206 

216 

422 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1962 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 



1 

4. 

Diphtheria  



— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 



7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

_ . - 

8. 

Measles  

— 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

10 

5 

15 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

10 

2 

12 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

• — 

15 

15 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

21 

20 

41 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

3 

4 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

27 

36 

63 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

34 

24 

58 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

3 

4 

7 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

14 

32 

46 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

10 

6 

16 

22. 

Influenza  

— 



23. 

Pneumonia  

15 

18 

33 

24. 

Bronchitis  

18 

10 

28 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

1 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

1 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

O 

L 

2 

4 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

9 

3 

12 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

15 

17 

32 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

7 

3 

10 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

5 

7 

12 

35. 

Suicide  

1 

4 

5 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 

“ 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

206 

216 

422 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1962 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3—6  months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Congenital  Heart 

Disease 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

5 

Other  Congenital 

malformations 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Prematurity 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

10 

Broncho- 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia  

1 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

16 

— 

— 

— 

16 

2 

3 

2 

1 

24 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


Town  Supply 

The  water  supplies  for  the  area  are  obtained  from  boreholes  under 
the  management  of  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water 
Company.  The  Company  took  regular  samples  from  the  boreholes  and 
reservoirs,  while  the  Health  Department  continued  sampling  from  taps 
in  premises  on  the  distribution  mains.  All  samples  were  satisfactory. 
Complaints  about  the  hardness  of  the  water  were  received. 

Development  continued  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough,  and  the 
Water  Company  laid  3.3  miles  of  distribution  mains.  The  average  daily 
consumption  of  water  during  1962  was  3.1  million  gallons  per  day. 

Private  Supplies 

Twenty-two  houses  are  still  supplied  by  private  wells  or  bores.  Three 
samples  were  taken  from  these  sources  and  were  satisfactory.  Six  houses 
draw  their  water  from  the  main  supply  via  standpipes. 

Particulars  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  by  public  water 
mains  and  from  wells: 
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Total  Number  in  Borough  

Dwellings 

17,843* 

Persons 

58,270-f- 

Number  supplied  from  main: 

1.  Direct  

2.  To  outside  standpipes  

17,815 

6 

58,177 

20 

Number  supplied  by  wells  

17,821 

22 

58,197 

73 

* Supplied  by  Borough  Treasurer. 

f Registrar-General’s  figure  for  mid- 1962. 

Wafer  Samples  taken  dining 

1962 

Description 

of 

Samples 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAM. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 

Chlorinated  

18 

18 

Private  Supplies 

3 

3 

— - 

Swimming  Pool 

18 

18 

■ 

Public  Swimming  Bath 

The  Borough  has  one  modern  open-air  swimming  bath  situated  in 
Park  Road.  The  pool  is  filled  from  the  main  water  supply,  and  is 
equipped  with  filters  and  break-point  chlorination  plant.  Eighteen 
samples  were  taken  from  various  points  in  the  pool  and  all  were 
satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

The  number  of  cesspools  decreases  steadily.  The  preliminary  survey 
made  at  Bourne  End  should  lead  to  a start  being  made  to  provide  a 
sewerage  system  in  that  area  during  1963.  Some  80  houses  will  be 
affected,  including  18  which  still  have  pail  closets.  Main  water  supply 
has  been  available  for  some  years  now;  with  the  advantage  of  main 
drainage,  no  doubt  some  owners  will  improve  their  properties  by  adding 
bathrooms  and  similar  amenities. 

A total  of  2,054  yards  of  foul  sewers  and  10,216  yards  of  surface 
water  sewers  was  laid,  mainly  by  the  Council  and  the  Development 
Corporation. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  ou  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 


Number 

on 

Register 


Number  of 


Inspections 


Written 

Notices 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 


15 

207 


41* 


7 


181 


135 


TOTAL 


263 


323 


3 

35 

20 

58 


* Sites  of  Building  operations  and  works  of  Engineering  construction. 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences : 

(a)  insufficient  

6 (6) 

1 (4) 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  . 

30  (16) 

17  (10) 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

51  (22) 

23  (14) 

• — 

— 

— 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  building  sites,  and  are  totalled  separately. 


3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  ... 

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of  paper 
Making  brushes 

Making  curtains  and  furniture  hangings 

Total 


59 

68 

3 

2 


132 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 

GENERAL : 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ... 

• • • 

. . . 

114 

Housing  Acts 

• • • 

• . • 

85 

Rent  Act 

• . . 

• . . 

7 

Improvement  Grants 

. . . 

. . . 

123 

Infectious  diseases  and  food  poisoning 

• . • 

• • . 

44 

Overcrowding  

. . . 

• • • 

152 

Council  house  removals 

• • • 

. . • 

221 

Problem  families  and  old  people  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

12 

Water  Supplies  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

29 

Rivers  and  streams 

. . • 

• • • 

6 

Drainage  and  cesspools 

. . . 

• • • 

628 

Refuse  and  sewage  disposal  ... 

. . . 

• • • 

178 

Moveable  dwellings 

• • . 

• • • 

116 

Canal  boats 

• • • 

• • • 

18 

Factories,  workplaces,  farms  and  outworkers’  premises 

• . • 

194 

Building  sites 

• • • 

. . . 

135 

Demolition  sites 

... 

• • • 

55 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

7 

Offices 

• • • 

• • • 

31 

Theatres,  cinemas  and  public  halls  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

11 

Swimming  pool  

• . . 

. . . 

13 

Shops  Act 

• . • 

. . . 

297 

Petroleum  Acts 

• • • 

• • • 

551 

Pet  Animals  Act 

... 

• • • 

5 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  

• • • 

• • • 

29 

Pests  Act  — rats  and  mice  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

1,463 

Noise  Abatement  Act  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

18 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises 

. . • 

. . . 

21 

Flies  and  insects 

• . • 

• . • 

186 

Clean  Air  Act — visits  to  houses 

• • • 

• • • 

1,070 

visits  to  measuring  apparatus 

. . . 

. • • 

505 

Smoke  observations  and  boiler-house  visits  ... 

. • • 

• • • 

59 

Fairgrounds 

• . • 

• • • 

33 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  notice  ... 

• • • 

• . . 

710 

Interviews 

• • • 

, , , 

1,075 

Food  hygiene  lectures  ... 

• . . 

• • • 

49 

Talks  to  organisations 

• • • 

• • . 

13 

Attendances  at  court  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

Exhumations 

• • • 

• • • 

9 

Other  visits 

970 

15 


FOOD  PREMISES 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Butchers’  shops  ...  136 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  ...  ...  ...  82 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers 88 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Licensed  premises  ...  99 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  192 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  ...  ...  246 

Public  market  and  foodstalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  366 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  151 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  429 

Food  inspection  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

Food  and  Drugs  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  143 

Food  vending  machines  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Watercress  beds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Nuisances  Abated:  Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,228 

Moveable  dwellings  removed  from  site  ...  22 

Food  premises  including  stalls  and  vehicles*  ...  ...  ...  485 

Shops  (including  Welfare)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  17 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


*These  figures  refer  only  to  improvements  to  existing  buildings: 
improvements  to  new  premises  prior  to  occupation  are  not  included. 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

31.12.61 

1962 

1962 

31.12.62 

Informal 

40 

136 

132 

44 

Formal 

6 

2 

7 

1 

HOUSING  ACTS 

Informal  (Repairs) 

55 

22 

44 

33 

Formal  (Repairs) 

4 

1 

4 

1 

SHOPS  ACT 

Informal  ... 

21 

63 

71 

13 

FACTORIES  ACT 

Informal 

10 

57 

49 

18 

AGRICULTURAL  ACT 

Informal  ... 

2 

2 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

Informal  ... 

36 

277 

246 

67 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

Informal  ... 

1 

22 

20 

3 

PETROLEUM  ACTS 

Informal 

27 

35 

50 

12 

MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT 

Informal 

15 

15 

CARAVAN  SITES,  ETC.,  ACT 

Informal 

3 

7 

9 

1 

OTHER  ACTS 

Informal  ... 

— 

16 

9 

7 

205 

653 

658 

200 
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Common  Lodging  Houses 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 

Clean  Air 


SMOKE  CONTROL  AREAS 

Three  smoke  control  orders  have  been  confirmed,  affecting  a total 
area  of  400  acres  and  some  2,300  premises.  Highfield  orders  Nos.  1 and  2 
come  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1963,  and  Leverstock  Green 
No.  1 on  the  1st  June,  1963.  As  most  of  the  properties  are  of  recent 
construction,  adaptations  were  necessary  at  only  a few  dwellinghouses. 
Survey  work  has  commenced  in  two  further  areas,  where  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  orders  will  come  into  operation  during  1964. 

Mobile  exhibitions  provided  by  the  Solid  Smokeless  Fuels  Federa- 
tion during  two  weeks  and  the  Coal  Utilisation  Council  for  one  day 
were  well  attended. 

MEASUREMENT  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Three  instruments  are  now  installed  for  daily  measurement  of  smoke 
and  sulphur  dioxide.  They  are  situated  at : — 

1.  A cinema  in  the  town  centre.  The  area  consists  mainly  of  shops 
and  offices  where  most  of  the  heating  is  by  oil  or  electricity, 
although  older  residential  properties  lie  to  both  east  and  west. 

2.  The  Town  Hall.  This  is  in  an  area  of  older  residential  property. 

3.  Adeyfield  Secondary  Modern  School,  in  a new  residential  area. 

The  first  station  was  in  operation  during  May,  but  the  other  two 
were  not  installed  until  November. 

Nuisances 

Severe  smell  and  fly  nuisances  arose  from  inadequate  disposal 
arrangements  of  manure  from  a battery  type  chicken  farm.  The  six 
thousand  birds  were  installed  before  proper  disposal  arrangements  had 
been  made,  the  excreta  was  spread  on  the  surface  of  the  ground  and 
complaints  were  made  by  occupiers  of  adjoining  dwellinghouses. 
Statutory  abatement  notices  were  served:  the  premises  closed  down. 

A complaint  of  a noise  nuisance  from  barking  dogs  at  a kennels 
which  had  been  started  in  a residential  area  was  found  to  be  justified 
and  the  occupier  was  instructed  to  abate  it.  In  due  course  she  removed 
to  other  premises. 


Health  Education 

Talks,  illustrated  by  colour  slides  taken  in  the  Borough,  were  given 
to  a number  of  organisations.  Lectures  to  food  handlers  continued, 
including  a refresher  talk  to  each  group  of  school  canteen  workers 
and  short  courses  for  factory  canteen  and  cafe  employees. 


17 


HOUSING 


Repairs 

Although  the  Borough  is  fortunate  in  having  no  real  slums,  there 
are  still  many  houses  which  do  not  provide  the  comforts  and  amenities 
of  a modern  dwelling.  Too  many  old  houses  suffer  from  varying  degrees 
of  disrepair,  and  the  labour  force  employed  on  this  type  of  work  continues 
to  decrease.  Another  problem  has  arisen  as  a result  of  decontrol,  for 
many  tenants  no  longer  enjoy  security  of  tenure:  a complaint  to  the  public 
health  inspector  or,  indeed,  a routine  inspection  by  him,  can  so  easily 
lead  to  a notice  to  quit.  Occupiers  would  rather  live  in  unsatisfactory 
conditions  than  face  the  hopeless  task  of  house  hunting. 

Improvement 

Most  grants  for  improvement  of  properties  have  been  made  to 
owner-occupiers,  so  that  the  tenants  of  rented  houses  have  benefited 
little  from  the  grants  available.  The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  has  asked  local  authorities  to  tackle  grant  aid  improvement 
of  houses  by  street  and  by  area,  and  a pilot  scheme  involving  three  groups 
of  houses  in  different  parts  of  the  town  has  been  accepted  by  the  Council. 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

Fortunately  there  are  only  a few  houses  in  multiple  occupation 
in  the  Borough,  and  inspections  have  been  made.  Ownerse  have  been 
notified  of  the  work  required  to  be  done  to  provide  reasonable  living 
conditions  for  the  occupiers. 

Unfit  Houses 

The  Housing  Committee  have  already  rehoused  several  families 
from  the  Frogmore  Crescent  Clearance  Area,  and  half  the  premises  are 
empty.  Most  of  the  temporary  bungalows  in  Crabtree  Lane  have  been 
vacated  and  demolished.  Four  other  dwellinghouses  were  demolished 
and  four  closed.  Altogether  27  families  were  rehoused  from  unfit  houses, 
a total  of  95  persons. 


The  Housing  Manager  remarks. — 

‘‘Forty-four  new  houses  and  four  new  fiats  were  built  during  the 
year.  These,  together  with  the  chance  vacancies  which  occurred,  made  it 
possible  to  house  44  applicants  off  the  waiting  list  and  transfer  61 
existing  tenants  to  more  suitable  accommodation.  In  addition  a further 
12  tenants  were  rehoused  from  the  temporary  bungalows,  ten  from 
Frogmore  Crescent  and  five  from  other  unfit  properties. 

During  the  year  the  waiting  list  was  completely  reviewed,  and  all 
applicants  were  asked  to  give  up-to-date  particulars  on  a new  application 
form.  This  resulted  in  the  total  number  on  the  waiting  list  being  reduced 
from  over  900  to  approximately  700.  The  total  number  of  applicants 
for  housing  accommodation  at  31st  December,  1962,  was  715. 

A points  scheme  was  inaugurated  in  November,  and  all  selections 
from  the  waiting  list  are  now  made  in  accordance  with  this  scheme.” 
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During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were : — 


(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  

128 

3 and  4-bedroom  houses; 
flats  and  maisonettes 

169 

(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

47 

3-bedroom  houses  and 

1 -bedroom  flats 

209 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.62  was 
as  follows : — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  tip 
to  31.12.62: 


Site 

Number 

houses 

Crabtree  Lane  

54 

Crabtree  Lane  

31 

Wood  Crescent  .... 

19 

Adeyfield  

102 

Adeyfleld  

178 

Belswains  Estate  ... 

186 

Beechfield  Estate . . . 

188 

Oakdene  Road  

6 

Fairway  

40 

Stonelea  Road  

14 

Vauxhall  Road  .... 

14 

Seaton  Road  

1 

Deaconsfield  Road 

1 

Oliver  Road  

2 

Warners  End  

58 

Highfield  Estate  ... 

591 

Wheelers  Lane 

15 

Wood  Crescent  East 

15 

,,  West 

15 

Cupid  Green  Depot 

2 

Type 


Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Temporary  Prefabricated — 2 bedroom 
Temporary  Prefabricated— 2 bedroom 
Permanent  Prefabricated — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick— 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses,  1 and  2-bedroom  flats  and 
Old  People’s  Bungalows 
Permanent  Brick — 2,  3 and  4-bedroom 
houses,  and  bungalows. 

Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
houses  and  bungalows 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 2 and  3-bedroom 
Permanent  Brick — 1,  2,  and  3-bedrooms, 
flats,  maisonettes  and  Old  People’s 
Bungalows. 

Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom,  parlour 
Permanent  Brick' — 3-bedroom,  non- 
parlour 

Permanent  Brick — 3-bedroom,  non- 
parlour 

Permanent  Brick,  3-bedroom 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  feat  not  coni' 
plefed  at  31.12.62: 


Site 

No.  of 
houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Highfield  Scheme  7 ... 

20 

Maisonettes  and  flats. 

20 

Nil 

Highfield  Scheme  12... 

93 

3 and  4-bedroom  houses; 
flats  (12) 

93 

Nil 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  Le.,  schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.62: 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Crabtree  Lane... 

35 

— 

Highfield  Scheme  13... 

130 

3 and  4-bedroom  houses:  flats 

Highfield  Scheme  11... 

173 

3 and  4-bedroom  houses:  flats 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  for  Council  houses  (after 

review  early  in  1963)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  739 


I am  indebted  to  the  Kernel  Hempstead  Development  Corporation 
for  the  following  information  regarding  the  progress  of  the  New  Town : — 

1.  Housing: 

1962  saw  733  new  dwellings  completed,  comprising:  — 

48  Bed  sitters 
108  one-bedroom 
150  two-bedroom 
352  three-bedroom 
75  four-bedroom 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  completed  since  designation  and 
occupied — 10,296,  making  the  New  Town  population  approximately 
35,200. 

The  733  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  were  distributed  as 
follows : — 
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Adeyfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Bennetts  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Chaulden 36 

Gadebridge  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Highfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  185 

Leverstock  Green  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  250 

Warner  End  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 


The  number  of  dwellings  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1962  was 
was  512,  allocated  as  follows:  — 


Adeyfield  ... 
Bennetts  End 
Chaulden  ... 
Gadebridge 
Highfield  ... 
Leverstock  Green  ... 
Warners  End 
The  Alleys 


42 

80 

8 

49 

317 

7 

9 


2.  Industry: 

At  the  end  of  1962,  57  new  factories  and  three  extensions  with  a 
total  floor  space  of  1,928,797  sq.  ft.  were  in  operation,  employing 
approximately  9,000  people. 

3.  Shops: 

By  the  end  of  1962,  168  town  centre  shops  and  129  in  the  neigh- 
bourhoods had  been  completed;  seven  shops  under  construction  in  the 
town  centre. 

4.  Schools: 

Four  more  schools  completed  (1,200  places),  making  a total  of  29 
(10,690  places).  Five  schools  under  construction  with  two  additional 
classrooms  (3,070  places). 

5.  Commercial  Offices: 

Twenty-seven  office  units  completed  (162,836  sq.  ft.)  employing  about 
850  people;  three  others  under  construction  (201,600  sq.  ft.). 

6.  Notes: 

Office  blocks  at  Plough  roundabout  and  in  Waterhouse  Street  nearly 
completed.  Water  Gardens  and  Plough  roundabout  completed.  Road  12 
Hemel  Hempstead  bye-pass  under  construction.  Two  x 10-storey  blocks 
of  flats  under  construction  at  Leverstock  Green.  College  of  Further 
Education  nearing  completion  and  Library  extension  commenced.  Site 
works  on  New  Town  Hall  commenced. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  Hygiene 


More  than  two  thousand  visits  were  made  to  all  types  of  food 
premises,  the  majority  of  them  in  connection  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations.  Nearly  five  hundred  items  received  attention  on  request, 
ranging  from  the  provision  of  a bin  or  cleansing  of  a delivery  van  to  the 
erection  of  a new  building.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in 
respect  of  buildings  and  equipment,  but  there  is  still  a long  way  to  go 
before  all  staff  appreciate  the  need  for  hygienic  practises  in  all  they  do. 


Retail  Food  Premises 

The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December,  1962,  was:  — 


Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Fishmongers — Wet  and  dried  fish  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wet,  dried  and  fried  fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade — not  included  above)  ...  28 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  Off-Licences)  ...  ...  ...  49 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  (included  above)  ...  14 

r'afpc  97 

vu  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  • • • •••  •••  •••  / 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservation,  etc.  ...  ...  39 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Number  of  premises  concerned  in  above  . . . 264 


Milk  Distribution 

One  farm  bottles  milk  for  retail  sale : it  is  registered  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

There  are  no  milk  processing  or  bottling  plants  in  the  Council’s  area. 

The  six  registered  dairies  are  merely  depots,  from  which  milk  is 
distributed  in  the  bottles  in  which  it  is  received. 


Milk  Vending  Machines 

Trouble  was  experienced  with  roadside  milk  vending  machines 
owned  by  one  operator.  They  were  not  serviced  regularly,  milk  was 
allowed  to  stand  in  them  too  long,  they  became  dirty,  especially  in  the 
delivery  hoppers,  and  customers  complained  of  sour  milk.  Samples  of 
milk  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  were  reported  as  unsatis- 
factory, and  the  vendor  was  persuaded  to  change  to  pasteurised  milk. 
The  Council  adopted  a code  of  practice  relating  to  these  machines,  but  it 
does  not  have  the  force  of  law  to  support  it. 
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Milk  Samples  Taken 

Bacteriological  Examination 


Designated  Milk — 

Produced  in  Borough 

Produced  outside  Borough 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Pasteurised  

Nil 

Nil 

8 

Nil 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Farm  Bottled)  ... 

4 

Nil 

19 

11 

Biological  (Tubercu- 

losis  & Br.  Abortus) 

2 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Ice-Cream 

There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturers  in  the  Borough. 


Deep  Freeze 

Deep  frozen  foods  increase  in  popularity  and  the  majority  of  grocers, 
greengrocers  and  fish  shops  now  have  at  least  one  deep  freeze  cabinet. 
These  cabinets  are  often  misused,  and  the  public  health  inspectors,  armed 
with  the  appropriate  thermometers,  have  paid  many  visits  to  check  on 
their  efficient  working  and  to  instruct  shop-keepers  how  to  use  them 
properly. 


Slaughterhouses 

There  is  one  slaughter  house  in  the  Borough,  attached  to  a butcher’s 
shop.  This  slaughterhouse  complies  with  statutory  standards  and  is 
suitable  for  a limited  amount  of  slaughtering,  excluding  cattle.  No 
slaughtering  was  carried  out  during  1962. 


Foodstuffs  found  to  he  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Complaints  from  members  of  the  public  regarding  “unfit”  food 
included  foreign  matter,  dirty  milk  bottles  and  moulds,  as  well  as  items 
which  were  definitely  unfit.  Some  of  the  complaints  were,  perhaps, 
trivial  but  the  public  are  encouraged  to  notify  the  Department  whenever 
they  think  that  food  is  unsatisfactory  and  a thorough  investigation  is 
carried  out.  The  complainant  is  notified  of  the  result  and  thanked  for  his 
co-operation. 


Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council’s 
Refuse  Tip.  The  main  items  of  unfit  food  dealt  with  were:  — 


Carcase  meat  and  offal  ... 
Fish 

Tinned  Meat  

Cheese 

Tins,  jars  and  packets 


342  lbs. 
271  lbs. 
386  lbs. 
116  lbs. 
1,982 
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Food  and  Drags  Sampling 


One  hundred  and  seven  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst,  of  which  twelve  were  formal  samples. 

A farm  bottled  Channel  Island  milk  was  9%  deficient  in  milk  fat: 
of  two  further  samples  which  were  taken  in  course  of  delivery  to  the 
dairy,  one  was  16%  deficient  in  milk  fat  and  the  other  had  40.5%  milk 
fat  above  the  minimum  required.  A farm  visit  confirmed  that  the  milk 
was  allowed  to  stand  in  the  holder  of  the  filling  machine  long  enough 
for  the  cream  to  begin  separating.  Another  sample  taken  from  a vending 
machine  in  a factory  was  also  deficient  in  milk  fat,  again  due  to  insuffi- 
cient mixing  of  the  milk  prior  to  filling  the  cartons. 

Ten  samples  of  pork  sausages  manufactured  in  butchers’  shops  had 
meat  contents  between  67%  and  77%.  Two  other  samples  were  7% 
and  12%  respectively  below  the  generally  accepted  65%  of  meat. 
Buttered  rolls  were  purchased  by  a customer  from  a confectioner’s  shop  : 
the  customer  was  suspicious  that  margarine  had  been  included  and  the 
analyst  confirmed  that  a mixture  of  equal  parts  of  butter  and  margarine 
had  been  used.  A formal  sample  taken  later  the  same  day  was  genuine. 

Two  labelling  offences  were  reported.  In  one  case  the  list  of  contents 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  and  in  the 
other,  Danish  Liqueurs,  a Christmas  novelty,  were  substantially  free  from 
alcohol. 

Foreign  matter  reported  in  food  stuffs  included : — 

Metal  foil  and  splinters  of  wood  in  tea. 

Shreds  of  tobacco,  charred  dough  and  cement  in  loaves. 

Maggot  in  sugar  confectionery. 

Fly  in  a loaf. 

Stone  in  tinned  peas. 

Screw  in  currant  bun. 

Prosecutions 

(i)  At  a shop  occupied  by  a firm  of  multiple  grocers,  14  portions 
of  unfit  bacon,  which  were  seized  and  dealt  with  by  a magistrate,  and 
several  violations  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  found.  The 
firm  pleaded  guilty  and  fines  of  £140  in  respect  of  the  unfit  bacon  and 
£59  in  respect  of  seven  breaches  of  the  Regulations  were  imposed, 
together  with  £10  costs. 


(ii)  A butcher  supplied  sausages  to  the  West  Herts  Hospital. 
Although  under  contract  to  provide  a minimum  of  68%  meat,  a sample 
taken  on  delivery  contained  only  60%,  a deficiency  of  11%.  A fine  of 
£10  was  imposed,  together  with  costs  of  £6  6s. 

(iii)  A milk  bottle  delivered  to  a housewife  was  stained  by  rust  from 
iron  filings.  A fine  of  £5,  with  £6  6s.  costs,  was  imposed. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

1 

Nil 

Measles  

28 

1 

Nil 

Typhoid  Fever  

1 

1 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

7 

I 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 

:1 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

Food 

Poisoning 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  ... 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 to  2 years  . 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 to  3 years  . 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 to  4 years  . 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

4 to  5 years  . 

2 

— 

5 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 to  10  years  . 

7 

— 

D 

z- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

10  to  15  years  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  20  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  to  35  years  . 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

35  to  45  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 

2 

— 

— 

45  to  65  years  . 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  & over 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Cases 

Notified  

12 

1 

28 

1 

1 

7 

1 

2 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 

1 9 6 2 . . . a a a a a a a a a a a a 

278 

218 

14 

27 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year 

7 

5 

3 

4 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers- in,  etc.)  

10 

14 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register 
during  the  year : 

17 

19 

2 

2 

Total  number  of  cases  re- 
maining on  the  Register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

278 

218 

16 

30 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 years  ... 

_____ 

- — _ 

1 — 5 years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  years  ... 



— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 15  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years  ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years  ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years  ... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

45 — 55  years  ... 

2 

— ■ 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

55 — 65  years  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 



■ 

■ 

' 

“ " 

Totals  

7 

5 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 

The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,231  acres  and  contains 
the  parishes  of  Kings  Langley,  Chipperfield,  Flaunden,  Rovingdon,  Great 
Gaddesden,  Flamstead  and  Markyate. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid-1962  ...  13,870 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1962  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,375 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  December,  1962  ...  ...  ....  £169,896 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1962/3  .. . ...  ...  £658 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  117  115  232 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 4 9 


Total  ...  122  119  241 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population : 17.4 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  population : 1 7.4 

still  births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  - — - 2 2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — - 


Total  ...  — 2 2 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still  births) : 8.2 
DEATHS  I 


Males  63;  Females  64  ...  127 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  9.2 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.4 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  : 

Male  Female  Total 

1 1 2 


1 1 2 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  ... 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  8.3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  8.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.3 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.3 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate 16.5 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM: 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.46 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.95 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  1.51 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the 

Respiratory  System)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.65 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  ...  0.07 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  T.R.,  but 

including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  ...  ...  ...  0.07 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1962  was 
13,870  as  compared  with  13,740  at  mid-1961.  The  natural  increase  of 
the  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  114  compared 
with  94  for  the  previous  year. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have  been 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  these  are  1.00  and 
1.14  respectively.  The  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates 
that  your  population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the 
standard  population  of  the  country. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  241  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  25 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  15.7  for  the  previous  year  and  18.0  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  two  still  births  were  registered  during 
the  year;  as  compared  with  live  for  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth 
rate  was  8.2  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  21.6  for 
the  previous  year  and  with  18.1  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Rural  District  was  127, 
an  increase  of  five  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.4  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as 
compared  with  9.9  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11.9  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  8.3  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  4.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  20.7  for  England  and  Wales. 


Under  1 year  ... 

1 — 5 years  ... 

5 — 10  years  ... 

10 — 15  years  ... 

15 — 20  years  ... 

20 — 25  years  ... 

25 — 35  years  ... 

35 — 45  years  ... 

45 — 55  years  ... 

55 — 65  years  ... 

65 — 70  years  ... 

70 — 75  years  ... 

75 — 80  years  ... 
80—85  years  ... 

85 — 90  years  ... 

90  years  and  over 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 

Males  Females  Total 


1 1 2 

1 — 1 

1 — — 

1 — 1 

2 — 2 

3 2 5 

3 3 6 

9 4 13 

9 1 10 

10  7 17 

7 12  19 

7 13  20 

7 16  23 

2 5 7 


ALL  CAUSES  ...  63  64  127 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1962 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  

— 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— ■ 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— . 

— 

— • 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— ■ 

— • 

— • 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— • 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— • 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

_ 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

— • 

3 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

4 

1 

5 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

7 

7 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

8 

2 

10 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

10 

21 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

16 

10 

26 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

— 

1 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

6 

10 

16 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

1 

4 

5 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

1 

2 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis  

4 

— 

4 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

2 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

_ 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

3 

4 

7 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

1 

4 

5 

35. 

Suicide  

1 

1 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

63 

64  . 

127 
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Infant  Mortality  In  1962 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

<D 

£ 

tn 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease 

1 

1 j 

1 

Asphyxia  

1 



- — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

• 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 


Water  samples  taken  during  1962:  — 

Public  ..  ...  2 (satisfactory) 

Private  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,  of  which  4 

were  unsatisfactory 


The  main  water  is  supplied  to  the  District  by  the  following 
Authorities : — 

Southern  Parishes  and  Potten  End — Rickmans  worth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company. 

Northern  Parishes — Luton  Water  Company. 

The  Kernel  Hempstead  R.D.C.  has  now  disposed  of  its  water  under- 
taking to  the  Luton  Water  Company. 

There  are  still  a number  of  premises  with  private  supplies — in 
particular  seven  bungalows  in  Ruckers  Lane,  Kings  Langley,  with  very 
primitive  arrangements,  and  several  premises  between  Piccotts  End  and 
Water  End.  During  the  year  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  unsatis- 
factory water  supply  to  one  public  house. 
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There  are  believed  to  be  still  three  premises  dependent  upon  rain 
water.  There  are  now  very  few  premises  dependent  upon  stand  pipe 
water  supply,  those  remaining  being  in  the  Chipperfield  and  Flamstead 
parishes. 

All  main  water  supplies  in  the  district  were  of  excellent  bacterial 
quality,  and  no  restrictions  were  imposed  during  the  year.  The  rainfall 
for  1962  was  27.84  ins.  In  1961  it  was  27.89  ins.  The  official  average 
for  23  years  is  28.6  ins. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population 
supplied  from  the  public  water  mains  are  show  in  the  following  table. 
Caravans  have  been  excluded  : — 


Parish 

Population 

(a)  Direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  By  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’ll 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Bovingdon  

2,875 

870 

2,875 

Nil 

Nil 

Flamstead  

1,240 

371 

1,180 

20 

60 

Flaunden  

220 

65 

220 

Nil 

Nil 

Great  Gaddesden  

1,050 

363 

1,050 

Nil 

Nil 

Kings  Langley  

4,320 

1,472 

4,320 

Nil 

Nil 

Chipperfield  .. 

1,560 

516 

1,530 

10 

30 

Markyate  

2,290 

741 

2,275 

5 

15 

All  figures  are  estimated. 


Swimming  Batiis 

At  the  Bovingdon  County  Primary  School  a swimming  pool,  complete 
with  chlorination  plant,  was  put  into  use  during  the  year.  Application 
has  been  made  for  a swimming  pool  at  a private  school  at  Westbrook 
Hay,  Bovingdon. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Sewerage  and  Drainage 

The  position  is  substantially  as  set  out  in  the  Annual  Report  of  last 
year.  In  addition,  the  work  of  sewering  is  being  carried  out  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Berkhamsted  R.D.C.  at  Little  Potten  End  in  the  Parish 
of  Great  Gaddesden. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  tenders  were  received  for  relaying  the  main 
sewer  at  Markyate  (known  to  be  defective)  and  for  taking  the  main 
drainage  of  the  parish  of  Whipsnade  in  the  Luton  Rural  District  into  the 
sewage  works  at  Markyate. 

The  sewering  of  the  village  of  Chipperfield  and  the  associated  portion 
pf  Kings  Langley  remains  the  outstanding  need  of  the  district.  The 
completion  of  this  would  see  the  end  of  most  of  the  pail  closets  and  the 
abatement  of  a great  deal  of  the  cesspool  nuisance. 


33 


Farm  Drainage 

This  difficult  problem  was  referred  to  last  year,  which,  it  is  now 
understood,  is  under  governmental  enquiry.  Three  farm  premises  were 
the  subject  of  action  by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year,  and  progress 
is  being  made,  though  the  negotiations  have  proved  lengthy. 


Cesspool  Emptying 

A lessened  demand  has  made  the  emptying  problem  much  easier 
and  relieved  to  a material  extent  what  was  proving  a somewhat  intolerable 
burden.  Charges  for  cesspool  emptying  from  premises  capable  of  being 
sewered  were  raised  during  the  year  to  £2  a load,  but  even  this  somewhat 
prohibitive  figure  was  not  successful  in  making  all  householders  connect 
their  premises  to  main  drainage. 

With  the  possible  completion  of  the  Council’s  sewer  programme 
within  the  foreseeable  future  it  may  be  necessary  to  re-examine  the  policy 
of  the  number  of  free  services  to  be  given  each  year. 

Cesspool  emptying  is  still  carried  out,  as  required,  in  the  area  of 
Berkhamsted  Urban  District. 

During  the  year  3,538  loads  were  removed  (4,810  in  the  previous 
year). 


E.C.  Collection 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  premises  with  pail  closets  was 
252,  of  which  79  were  emptied  twice  weekly  (comparative  figures  for 
last  year  were  495  and  136  respectively).  The  reduction  in  pail  closets 
made  it  equally  possible  to  reduce  the  number  of  nights  the  staff  had  to 
work  from  four  to  three. 

There  are  still  a few  premises  where  pails  are  not  emptied  (four 
houses  in  Dunstable  Road  and  four  in  Half  Moon  Lane,  Pepperstock). 


Refuse  Disposal 

No  apology  is  made  for  again  raising  this  matter  in  the  Annual 
Report  for,  without  doubt,  it  is  the  most  difficult  aspect  of  Public  Health 
in  the  disrtict  and  one  which  perhaps  causes  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment the  most  trouble. 

The  siting  of  the  present  tip  at  Nash  Mills  Lane,  Kings  Langley, 
is  unfortunate.  The  fact  that  it  is  not  possible  to  carry  out  weekly  refuse 
collection  in  the  district  severely  hampers  all  attempts  to  prevent  fly 
nuisance  at  the  critical  time  of  the  year  in  the  late  summer. 

In  spite  of  all  the  machinery  that  is  available,  it  seems  likely  that 
recurring  nuisances  will  be  caused  by  this  tip.  The  stock  of  suitable 
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covering  material  is  diminishing  and  alternative  supplies  of  suitable 
material  have  so  far  not  been  found. 

During  the  worst  period  of  fly  nuisance  it  was  necessary  to  divert 
pipping  to  Bulstrode  Lane  for  six  weeks.  This  alternative  site  will 
not  be  available  next  year,  when  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  the  tip  at 
Delmer  End  Lane,  Flamstead,  as  an  alternative  site. 


Refuse  Collection 

There  has  been  no  important  change  in  this  work  during  the  year. 
In  common  with  other  areas,  labour  shortage  has  been  the  dominant 
problem,  and  it  appears  likely  that  this  will  continue.  Alternative  methods 
of  collection  may  soon  be  forced  upon  local  authorities;  an  expensive  but 
practicable  scheme  would  be  a curb-side  paper  bag  method.  Just  as  one 
puts  the  laundry  out  on  a Thursday,  the  refuse  sack  would  be  put  out  on 
a set  day.  By  this  method  of  disposal,  it  may  be  the  old  and  the  sick 
who  would  be  penalised. 


Indiscriminate  Dumping 


This  continued  but  unfortunately  no  court  cases  could  be  taken  last 
year.  The  proof  of  an  offence  before  the  courts  is  so  difficult  that  one 
despairs  of  taking  action  unless  the  act  is  actually  seen  by  a responsible 
member  of  the  staff  and  carried  out  by  someone  known  to  the 
Department. 

One  person  revived  a severe  warning  where  legal  proof  was 
insufficient. 


Disposal  of  Activated  Sledge 

The  West  Herts  Main  Drainage  Authority  commenced  tipping  of 
digested  sludge  from  their  Rickmansworth  Works  on  Cottingham  Farm, 
Bovingdon.  One  complaint  was  received  from  nearby  residents,  which 
arose  from  tipping  alongside  the  highway.  Once  the  attention  of  the 
Authority  was  drawn  to  this,  no  further  trouble  occurred. 

Probably  the  greatest  danger  from  these  operations  arises  from  the 
tankers  navigating  the  narrow  lanes  betwen  Rickmansworth  and 
Bovingdon. 


PEST  CONTROL 

This  useful  activity  continued  and  filled  a real  need.  Slowly 
but  surely  farmers  are  beginning  to  realise  the  benefits  of  the  Council’s 
scheme  for  dealing  with  rats  on  farms. 
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The  number  of  contracts  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  44.  This 
represented  an  anual  income  of  £300.  The  number  of  complaints  as 
distinct  from  contracts  was  58. 

Complaints  of  wasp  and  bee  infestations  were  fewer  in  number  than 
the  previous  year,  one  of  the  few  advantages  associated  with  a poor 
summer. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 atsd  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  

3 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

57 

28 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

7 

9 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

67 

40 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  ... 


Nil 


3.  Outworkers 


Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBIC  HEALTH 


INSPECTOR 

Visits  and  Inspections 


GENERAL : 

Houses,  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 
Infectious  Diseases 
Water  Supply  ... 

Drainage 

Caravan  Sites  ... 

Public  Cleansing 
Schools 

Miscellaneous  ... 

Interviews 
Petroleum  Storage 


FOOD  PREMISES  : 

Butchers  and  slaughterhouses 
Other  food  premises  ... 


256 

1 

32 

120 

101 

88 

31 

82 

173 

56 


102 

96 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.61 

1962 

1962 

31.12.62 

Formal 

Nil 

5 

3 

2 

Informal 

25 

65 

69 

21 

Total  ...  25 

70 

72 

23 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 


Dustbins 

Houses  with  defective  windows  and  doors 
Dangerous  structures 
Houses  with  defective  roofs 
Cleanliness 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster 
Pail  closets 

Floors 

Miscellaneous 


71 

4 
11 

5 
8 
7 
5 
4 

21 
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HOUSING 


During  1962  only  three  premises  were  made  subject  to  orders.  Work 
enforcing  the  general  tidying  up  of  derelict  premises  proceeded,  especially 
in  Markyate,  where  the  village  street  is  now  quite  presentable.  The 
demolition  of  one  block  of  property,  acquired  by  the  Council  in  this 
street,  and  the  consequent  repair  of  houses  on  either  side,  gave  a good 
deal  of  anxious  work.  This  kind  of  operation  is  one  not  lightly  to  be 
undertaken  as  old  buildings  in  a terrace,  built  a considerable  time  ago, 
have  not  the  stability  they  sometimes  appear  to  have. 

Some  progress  was  made  in  the  modernisation  of  pre-war  Council 
houses,  replacing  pail  closets  by  W.C.s.  Private  owners  were  encouraged 
to  similarly  modernise  their  homes  so  that  as  new  sewers  became 
available,  the  number  of  pail  closets  in  the  district  could  be  reduced. 

Taking  the  district  as  a whole  there  has  been  an  immense  improve- 
ment of  housing  standards  since  the  war  and  individual  totally  unfit 
houses  are  now  few  in  number.  There  are  a small  number  of  these 
houses  in  Flamstead  and  some  which  are  approaching  this  condition  in 
Bovingdon,  but  generally  speaking,  the  major  problem  of  the  unfit, 
individual  house  has  been  solved. 

Reference  must  be  made  to  the  implication  of  the  Green  Belt  policy 
of  the  County  Council.  This  has  had  the  effect  of  distorting  values  of 
“condemned”  properties  and  inflated  building  land  costs  to  such  a degree 
that  one  wonders  where  the  matter  will  end.  This  in  turn  has  inflated 
the  cost  of  council  houses  and  made  re-housing  of  tenants  from  unfit 
houses  even  more  difficult.  The  fact  that  this  Council  went  ahead  with 
its  slum  clearance  programme  years  before  most  Authorities  has  saved 
a great  deal  of  money. 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 


(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

51 

(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

25 

3-bedroom  houses  (17) 

1-bedroom  flats  ( 8 ) 

52 
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The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.62  was 
as  follows: — 


(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.62: 


Site 

Number  of 
houses 

Type 

Markyate : 

45 

Buckwood  Road  

Brick,  3-bedroom  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Buckwood  Road  

1 1 

Arcon,  2-bedroom,  Temporary 

Cowper  Road  

61 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, 2-bedroom  and  1-bed- 
room  flats 

Home  Farm  Estate 

Kings  Langley: 

118 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroom  houses;  1- 
bedroom  flats 

Rudders  Lane  

36 

Uni-Seco,  2-bedroom,  temporary 
(24),  Brick  3-bedroom,  parlour  (1 2) 

Barnes  Estate  

45 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour, and  2-bedroom 

Bury  Estate  

30 

Unity,  2-bedroom  bungalows 

Coniston  Road  

6 

Brick,  2-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Wesley  Estate  

42 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour;  2- 
bedroom  and  1-bedroom  flats 

Edmund  Estate  

70 

3-bedroom  houses,  1 and  2-bedroom 
flats  and  bungalows 

Waterside  

tl 

3-bedroom  houses(3);  1 -bedroom 
flats(8) 

Elamstead  

53 

Brick,  2 and  3-bedroom,  parlour 
and  non-parlour;  Airey  & Tim- 

Chipperfield  : 

ber,  3-bedroom,  parlour  (10) 

Nunfield  

36 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour; 2-bedroom  and  1-bed- 
room flats 

Croft  Estate  

44 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Bovingdon : 

Hyde  Meadows  

129 

Brick,  Airey  & Unity;  3-bedroom, 
parlour  and  non-parlour 

Old  Dean  

36 

2-bedroom  flats 

Bovingdon  

30 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Gaddesden  Row: 

Jockey  End  

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Great  Gaddesden  

24 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Flaunden  

6 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  but  not  com 
pleted  at  31.12.62: 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm- 

enced 

No. 

com- 

pleted 

Kings  Langley 
(Edmund  Estate) 

10 

3-bedroom 

10 

8 
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(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.,  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  hut  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31*12,62: 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Flamstead 

3 

3-bedroom  houses 

Markyate 

(Brookwood  Road) ... 

12 

1 -bed room,  bungalows 

Bovingdon 

(Vicarage  Road) 

12 

1 -bedroom  fiats 

Great  Gaddesden 
(Church  Meadows) 

6 

3-bedroom  houses 

Kings  Langley 
(Waterside) 

12 

1 -bedroom  fiats 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  1962  ...  107 


Caravans 

The  year  saw  gradual,  albeit  perhaps  reluctant,  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  larger  caravan  sites. 

The  new  Caravan  Act  has  now  been  operative  for  two  years  and  it  is 
becoming  clear  that  two  things  are  happening : — 

1.  The  virtual  impossibility  of  opening  up  new  sites  (big  or  small) 
within  the  rural  district. 

2.  The  impossibility  of  increasing  the  capacity  of  existing  sites. 

A considerable  amount  of  work  was  involved  in  taking  action  and 

^ * 

eventually  prosecuting  (for  committing  a nuisance)  a caravan  illegally 
stationed  in  the  Northern  Parishes.  This  caravan  was  removed  over  a 
period  of  seven  months  to  four  different  sites.  Legal  proceedings  were 
also  taken  twice  against  the  owner  of  a site  in  Bovingdon  and  substantial 
penalties  were  imposed  by  the  courts. 

The  number  of  licensed  caravans  (as  distinct  from  sites)  in  the 
district  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  96  (as  compared  with  101  for  the 
previous  year). 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Dirty  Milk  Chums 

During  the  summer  months  a considerable  amount  of  work  was 
caused  by  the  frequent  delivery  of  unclean  churns  at  dairy  farms  in  the 
district.  In  spite  of  searching  enquiries,  both  at  the  farms  and  at  the 
wholesale  depot  releasing  the  churns,  it  was  impossible  to  trace  the 
actual  cause  of  the  trouble.  On  the  one  side  were  irate  farmers 
receiving  churns  with  a deposit  of  sour  milk,  on  the  other  side  the  whole- 
sale dairy  firm  with  its  complex  ramifications,  the  Milk  Marketing 
Board  and  private  haulage  contractor.  Matters  did  not  improve  until  a 
threat  was  made  to  prosecute  both  sides  in  the  dispute. 
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Ice  Cream  (Heat:  Treatment)  Regulations  1947 

There  are  no  premises  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  in  the 
district.  The  advent  of  soft  ice  cream  manufactured  in  the  vending 
vehicles  revealed  the  deficiencies  in  the  law  with  regard  to  the  control 
of  this  process.  In  one  case  it  was  found  that  vehicles  and  materials 
were  being  kept  in  most  unsuitable  premises  without  proper  water  supply, 
and  after  informal  action  both  vehicles  and  manufacturing  materials  were 
removed. 


Slaughterhouses 

There  are  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  both  in  the 
parish  of  Bovingdon.  One  is  new,  complying  with  the  new  regulations, 
but  the  older  one  allows  only  a limited  amount  of  slaughtering.  The 
former  is  used  regularly  about  three  times  a week  and  the  latter  only 
once  a year. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

45 

6 

2 

340 

655 

Number  inspected  

34 

5 

— 

129 

558 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

2 

_ 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

6% 

• — 

— 

— 

.04% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

1 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  insp- 
ected affected  with  tuberculosis 

3% 

— 

— 

— 

.04% 

No  horses  were  slaughtered  and  no  cysticercosis  was  found 


One  hundred  per  cent,  meat  inspection  is  a virtual  impossibility. 
With  the  co-operation  of  the  owner  most  of  the  meat  at  the  major 
slaughterhouse  was  inspected.  Until  the  law  is  altered  restricting  the  days  . 
and  hours  of  slaughtering  (which  seems  most  unlikely),  100%  meat 
inspection  is  beyond  the  capabilities  of  districts  with  limited  inspection 
staff.  As  it  is,  most  of  the  meat  inspection  in  this  district  is  carried  out 
in  the  officer’s  off-duty  hours. 
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It  is  generally  thought  that  there  is  only  one  way  to  have  proper  meat 
inspection — centralised  slaughtering.  Government  policy  seems  to  have 
been  bedevilled  by  political  considerations,  but  sooner  or  later  this  con- 
centration of  slaughtering  facilities  must  occur. 

It  is  considered  that  the  volume  of  slaughtering  in  the  district  will 
increase  in  the  years  ahead.  The  figures  of  animals  inspected  show 
little  increase  because  of  the  gap  between  the  closure  of  the  old  slaughter- 
house and  the  opening  of  the  new  one. 


Other  Food  Premises 

There  are  four  bakehouses  in  the  district  (one  of  which  is  used 
mainly  for  specialist  productions,  cakes,  etc.).  Small  bread  making 
establishments  still  linger  on,  but  the  economics  are  doubtful  unless 
carried  on  entirely  as  a family  business.  There  are  three  fish-frying 
premises  and  21  cafes  and  restaurants. 

Fully  licensed  premises  numbered  37.  Inspection  and  supervision 
of  these  premises  continued,  and  the  department  was  responsible  for 
requiring  major  overhaul  at  two  premises.  Co-operation  between  the 
Council  and  the  Brewers  has  been  good.  As  far  as  is  known,  there  are 
no  beer  houses  as  such  left  in  the  district.  Action  was  begun  to  persuade 
the  owners  of  one  licensed  premises  to  provide  main  water  at  consider- 
able expense,  and  this  work  was  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

School  canteen  premises  remained  generally  satisfactory,  but  adverse 
comment  had  to  be  made  at  one  school  where  the  practice  of  cooking 
meat  the  day  before  it  was  required  was  apparently  being  done.  Com- 
plaints were  made  from  time  to  time  regarding  the  quality  of  meat 
delivered  at  school  canteens,  and  all  complaints  were  investigated. 

There  are  nine  butchers’  shops,  29  grocers  and  four  greengrocers. 
During  the  year  one  butcher’s  shop  ceased  business,  one  new  business  was 
opened  and  one  shop  radically  improved.  The  practice  of  selling  pre- 
packed meat  at  village  grocers’  shops  continued. 

A serious  complaint  of  cockroaches  in  a bottle  of  beer  gave  rise  to 
stringent  investigations.  On  the  evidence,  the  Council  decided  to  take  no 
action,  but  the  event  showed  the  wisdom  of  taking  great  care  and 
having  supporting  witnesses  in  dealing  with  contentious  matters  of  this 
nature. 

Amongst  food  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  one 
consignment  of  12  chickens,  seven  cans  of  pineapple  pulp,  and  miscel- 
laneous cans  of  food  (mostly  damaged  in  transit).  Several  complaints 
from  the  public  proved  to  be  unsubstantiated  on  investigation,  including 
one  of  glass  in  baby  food  (this  was  ice)  and  foreign  body  in  a pork  pie 
(part  of  the  cheek). 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

47 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 

1 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Under  1 year  

1 — 2 years  

• — 

1 

— 

2—  3 „ 

— 

5 

— • 

3—4  „ 

— 

2 

— • 

4—  5 „ 

— 

5 

— ■ 

5—10  „ 

1 

32 

— - 

10 — 15  „ 

15—20 

— 

1 

— 

20—35  „ 

— 

— 

1 

35—45  „ 

— 

— 

— • 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

— • 

65  years  and  over  

— - 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  

1 

Total  Cases  notified  

1 

47 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1962  

46 

32 

7 

9 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year 

2 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.) 

2 

4 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year : 

5 

4 

— 

— 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

45 

34 

7 

10 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 15 

15—20 











. 



— 

20—25 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — • 

— 

25—35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — - 

— 

■ — 

- — 

35—45 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

— . 

— 

45—55 

— 

— 





— 

— 

- — 

— 

55—65 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

65&upwards  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

" 

TOTALS 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- — - 

— 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,982  acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mid- 1962  ...  13,760 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List 

at  31st  December,  1962  4,475 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1962  ...  £244,793 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1962/63  ...  ...  £995 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital 

Statistics 

LIVE  births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

• ••  •••  •••  • • • 

105 

121 

226 

Illegitimate 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

5 

8 

13 

Total  ... 

110 

129 

239 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population : 17.4. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population : 17.0. 


STILL  BIRTHS  Nil 

DEATHS  : 

Males  69,  Females  76 ...  145 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  ...  10.5 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  11.4 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 


Total  ...  1 — 1 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE! 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 
Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 
Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate 


4.2 

4.4 

Nil 

4.2 

0.0 

4.2 
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DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM  I 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.72 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.67 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 .09 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  1.67 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimation  of  the  population  at  mid-1962 
was  13,760  as  compared  with  13,520  at  mid- 1961.  The  natural  increase 
of  the  population,  i.e.,  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  94. 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  were  0.98  and  1.08  respectively.  The  close  approxima- 
tion of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that  the  population  of  your  district 
nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the  standard  population 
of  the  country. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births  a net 
total  of  239  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  two 
on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  17.0  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  17.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England 
and  Wales. 


Stall  Births 

No  still  births  were  registered  during  the  year. 


Deaths 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  145  (69  males, 
76  females),  an  increase  of  seven  on  the  total  for  the  year  1961. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  13.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  1 1 .0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  1 1 .9  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular 
lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 


47 


Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  4.2  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  16.9  for  the  previous  year  and  with  20.7  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males  Females  Total 


Under  1 year  ... 

1 

■ — 

1 

1 — 5 years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

5—10  years  ... 

— 

— 

i — 

10—15  years  ...  ...  

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years  ...  

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

1 

- — - 

1 

35 — 45  years  ... 

— 

1 

1 

45 — 55  years  ... 

9 

2 

11 

55 — 65  years  ... 

13 

6 

19 

65 — 70  years 

5 

5 

10 

70 — 75  years  ...  

10 

16 

26 

75 — 80  years  ...  ...  

13 

14 

27 

80 — 85  years  ... 

12 

16 

28 

85 — 90  years  ... 

4 

10 

14 

90  years  and  over  ... 

I 

6 

7 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

69 

76 

145 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1962 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— • 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

— 

2 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

6 

_ 

6 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

4 

4 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— • 

— 

— 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

9 

2 

11 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— • 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

8 

15 

23 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

13 

15 

28 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

— • 

5 

5 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

12 

11 

23 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

4 

5 

9 

22. 

Influenza  

2 

1 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia  

2 

6 

8 

24. 

Bronchitis  

3 

1 

4 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   

_ 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

1 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— • 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

_ . _ 

_ 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

4 

5 

9 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— * 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

— 

3 

3 

35. 

Suicide  

1 

1 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

69 

76 

145 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1962 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


Town  Supply 

The  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  are 
the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at 
Berkhamsted  Pumping  Station  where  all  water  is  chlorinated  before 
passing  to  supply.  There  are  two  covered  reservoirs,  one  containing 
370.000  gallons  and  the  other  300,000  gallons.  The  average  daily  water 
consumption  was  approximately  one  million  gallons. 

The  water  is  hard,  therefore  no  action  has  been  necessary  for 
plumbo-solvent  contamination. 

In  addition  to  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company,  samples  are 
taken  from  various  premises  within  the  district  and  are  submitted  monthly 
by  this  Council  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Private  Supplies 

A laundry,  one  factory  and  the  Council’s  swimming  bath  obtain 
water  from  boreholes. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  is  shown  in  the  following 
table : — 
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Population 

(estimated) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

14,651 

4,413 

14,651 

— 

— 

Water  Samples  taken  during  1962 


Description  of 
Samples 

Number  of  Samples 

Bacteriological  Exam. 

Chemical  Exam. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Main  Supply: 

Chlorinated 

6 

6 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Private  Supplies: 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Swimming  Baths: 

15 

15 

■ 

Main  Water: 

Total  Hardness  240p.p.m. 

Swimming  Baths 

There  are  four  swimming  baths  within  the  district. 

1.  Town  Baths.  An  open  air  swimming  bath,  constructed  in  1925, 
owned  and  managed  by  the  Council. 

Water  is  obtained  from  on  80  ft.  borehole  and  is  changed  once  every 
year  before  the  season  commences.  The  capacity  is  80,000  gallons. 
Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  a sand  pressure 
filter,  the  turn  over  period  being  six  hours.  The  break  point  method  of 
chlorination  is  used.  Aeration  is  carried  out  after  chlorination.  Proprietary 
chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment. 

Samples  are  taken  fortnightly  during  the  summer  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Seven  samples  were  submitted  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

2.  Ashlyns  School ..  A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  in  1934, 
owned  and  managed  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  and  used  by 
the  staff  and  pupils  of  the  School. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  six  times 
every  year.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand  pressure 
filters,  the  turn  over  period  being  four  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is 
carried  out  and  proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment.  The 
water  is  heated  by  a calorifier. 

Samples  are  taken  by  the  County  Council. 
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3.  Berkhamsted  School.  A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  in 
1890,  owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  annually 
during  the  August  holidays.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure  sand 
filters,  the  turn  over  period  being  ten  hours.  Marginal  chlorination 
is  carried  out  and  proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment. 
The  water  is  heated  by  a calorifier.  Six  samples  were  taken  and  were 
satisfactory. 

4.  Berkhamsted  School  for  Girls.  An  open  air  swimming  bath,  con- 
structed in  1935,  owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its 
staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtanied  from  the  main  supply  and  is  changed  annually 
prior  to  the  summer  season.  The  capacity  is  80,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure  sand 
filters,  the  turn  over  period  being  six  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is 
carried  out  by  a chlorinator  using  chlorine  gas.  Proprietary  chemicals 
and  soda  are  added  for  pH  adjustment. 

Two  samples  were  taken  and  were  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Purification  of  sew7age  is  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  sewage  disposal 
works.  The  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  Grand  Union  Canal.  Nine 
samples  of  effluent  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  eight  complied  with 
the  recommended  standards. 

The  majority  of  premises  in  the  district  are  connected  to  sewers,  but 
there  are  approximately  107  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  which  are  emptied 
when  necessary  by  a neighbouring  authority.  The  cost  of  emptying  is 
recovered  from  the  owners  of  the  properties. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES 
Refese  Collection 

Refuse  is  collected  from  all  premises  weekly.  A charge  is  levied 
on  trade  premises  where  more  than  one  bin  load  per  week  is  collected. 
Accumulations  and  lumber  are  collected  on  request  but  a charge  is  made 
for  this  additional  service. 

An  attempt  to  resolve  the  shortage  of  labour  due  to  difficulties  of 
recruitment  in  an  area  of  full  employment  was  the  introduction  of  an 
Incentive  Bonus  Scheme.  The  Scheme  has  had  a fair  degree  of  success 
and  is  to  be  reviewed  every  six  months. 
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Two  vehicles  are  used  for  collection,  a Dennis  Paxit  II  and  a Karrier 
Dual  Tip.  The  establishment  provides  for  two  loader  drivers  and  eight 
collectors. 


Refuse  Disposal 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  From  October  15th, 
1962,  all  refuse  has  been  tipped  at  a new  site  which  the  Council  have 
leased  for  five  years.  The  former  tip  can  be  brought  into  use  again 
in  the  future  and  the  Council  have  no  immediate  problem  with  regard 
to  refuse  disposal. 

Two  men  are  employed  and  a Bristol  Duplex  Tractor  is  used  to 
assist  compaction  and  control. 

In  order  to  discourage  indiscriminate  dumping  within  the  district 
free  tipping  facilities  are  available. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,  3, 

4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

2 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

51 

84 

_ 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’  premises) 

5 

5 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

58 

91 

• — 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found Nil 

3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTORS 

Visits  and  Inspections 


GENERAL : 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ... 
Housing  Act  ... 

Improvement  Grants 
Improvement  Grant  Survey 
Overcrowding 
Infectious  Diseases  ... 

Water  Supplies  and  sampling  visits 
Drainage 

Cesspools  

Factories,  workplaces  and  building  sites 
Shops  Act  (plus  food  shops)  ... 
Interviews 

Pests  Act — rats  and  mice 
Wasps’  Nests  destroyed 
Dustbins 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

Refuse  collection  

Refuse  disposal  

Swimming  baths 
Music  and  dancing  licences  ... 

Sanitary  accommodation 
Insect  pests 

Woodworm — Council  houses  treated 
Rooms  disinfected 
Mole  infestation 
Glis-Glis  infestation  ... 

Pigeons 

Dead  dogs  

Bed  Bugs 
Noise  abatement 
Bonfires 


61 

66 

103 

61 

1 

2 

22 

167 

97 

91 

147 

218 

44 

20 

3 

48 

147 

101 

20 

1 

2 

7 
10 

5 

2 

3 

8 
2 
2 

26 

4 


FOOD  PREMISES 

Slaughterhouses  

Food  shops  and  food  vans 
Bakehouses 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms,  kitchens  . . . 
Food  inspection  visits  ... 

Milk  Samples  ... 

Ice-cream  samples 


76 

221 

37 

45 

16 

26 

1 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Informal  . . . 
Formal 


Outstanding  Served  Completed  Outstanding 
31.12.61  1962  1962  31.12.62 


6 


43 

4 


44  5 

4 


PESTS  ACT 

Informal 1 — 1 

Formal  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


Nuisances  Abated;  Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 


Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Food  Premses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

A Pest  Destruction  Officer  is  employed  whose  services  are  shared 
with  Tring  U.D.C.  and  Berkhamsted  R.D.C. 

During  the  year  248  infestations  of  brown  rats,  20  of  house-mice,  one 
of  field  mice  and  three  of  glis-glis  were  dealt  with. 

For  the  majority  of  infestations.  Warfarin  with  an  oatmeal  base 
was  used  for  poisoning. 

Charges  are  not  made  for  treatment  at  dwelling-houses. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  shop  only  is  registered  and  Statutory  conditions  are  observed. 


Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

There  are  two  farms  within  the  district  to  which  the  Act  applies. 
Both  comply  with  the  statutory  requirements. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  district. 


HOUSING 


Slum  Clearance 

(1)  27-39  Ellesmere  Road 

Four  Council  owned  houses,  certified  unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  were  demolished. 
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(2)  6-9  Chesham  Road 

Four  more  Council  owned  houses  were  similarly  demolished. 

(3)  3-4  Seymour  Road 

These  two  houses  represented  as  a Clearance  Area  were  acquired  by 

the  Council. 


(4)  10-21  Gossoms  Rod 

A clearance  order  in  respect  of  these  12  houses  has  been  confirmed 
by  the  Minister. 

(5)  Prefabricated  lioases,  Beech  Drive 

All  30  houses  temporarily  erected  in  1946,  condemned  by  the 
Ministry  of  Vforks,  were  demolished  and  31  families  re-housed. 


Rent  Act,  1957 

There  were  no  applications  received  for  Certificates  of  Dis-repair. 


Standard  Improvement  Grants 

Thirty-one  applications  have  been  received  during  the  year;  four 
were  withdrawn,  eight  were  refused  and  20  were  approved  (one  from 
1961);  II  grants  have  been  paid  and  one  repaid. 

In  response  to  Circular  42/62,  a Survey  is  being  made  of  1,000 
houses  estimated  to  be  lacking  in  the  standard  amenities.  Further  pub- 
licity has  been  given  to  the  Scheme  with  the  assistance  of  the  Press,  and 
by  information  to  local  Societies  and  various  political  and  civic 

associations. 


The  following  summary  of  the  position  in  regard  to  the  provision  of 
Council  houses  is  given  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  B.  E.  A. 

Badman : — 

“During  the  year  the  Westfield  Estate  Housing  Contract  was  com- 
pleted, making  an  addition  of  104  housing  units,  including  two  shops 
with  fiats  over,  and  lock-up  garages. 

“Further  progress  was  made  towards  the  development  of  land  at 
Lagley  to  accommodate  32  dwelling  units  including  bungalows  and 
houses,  and  design  layouts  prepared  for  the  provision  of  flats  and  maison- 
ettes (including  three  storey  blocks)  on  land  at  the  junction  of  Billet 
Lane  and  the  High  Street  A.41.” 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were: — 
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(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  

Nil 

— 

88 

(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

92 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses, 

1 -bedroom  bungalows  and 

1 and  2-bedroom  flats 

66 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.62  was  as 
follows: 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1.1.45  to  31.12.62: 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Highfield  House  Estate  ... 

30 

Prefabricated  bungalows 

Swing  Gate  Lane  Estate  . 

20 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

Victoria  Road  

10 

Unity,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Durrants  Farm  Estate  ... 

430 

Brick,  4-bedroom;  3-bedroom; 
2-bedroom;  Old  Persons  Bun- 
galows; single  persons’  flats 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  1)... 

18 

Brick  houses  (14);  bungalows  (4) 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  2)... 

80 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  Old 
Person’s  Dwellings  and  fiats 

Westfield  Estate  (No.  3)  ... 

104 

2 and  3 -bedroom  houses ; 

1 - bedroom  bungalows;  1 and 

2- bedroom  flats. 

“Lagley”  (conversion)  ... 

7 

1 and  2-bedroom  flats 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.,  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  hat  where  a start  had  not  been 

made  at  31.12.62: 


Proposed 

Site 

No.  of 

Type 

Houses 

Lagley  

32 

Bungalows  and  2-storey  dwellings 

Billet  Lane  

35 

Flats  and  Maisonettes 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  1962  ...  288 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1962 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Butchers  12 

Cafes  11 

Canteens  4 

Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Confectioners,  flour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Confectioners,  sugar  16 

Dairies  ...  2 

Fishmongers — wet  and  dried  fish  only 2 

Fishmongers — wet  and  dried  and  fried  fish  2 

Greengrocers  9 

Grocers  (retail)  ...  35 

Licensed  premises  (not  including  off-licences)  ...  ...  ...  22 

Licensed  premises  (serving  main  meals)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Guest  Houses  1 

Nursing  Homes  1 

Registered  for  sausage  making  and  food  preservation,  etc.  ...  18 

Registered  for  manufacture  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

School  kitchens  ...  19 

Slaughterhouse  1 


Milk  Distribution 

All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin-Tested, 
Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised)  or  Sterilised. 

There  are  two  registered  dairies  and  the  six  retail  distributors  who 
sell  milk  which  is  bottled  or  cartoned  outside  the  district. 


Milk  Samples  taken  Submitted  to  Public  Health  Laboratory 


Designated  Milk 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Pasteurised 

6 

,,  (Channel  Island)  

4 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 

4 

— 

,,  „ (Farm  bottled)  

8 

1 

,,  „ (Farm  cartoned)  

2 

— 

Sterilised... 

1 

Ice  Cream 

Forty-one  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream.  The 
ice  cream  sold  is  prepacked  and  exclusive  to  national  proprietary  brands. 

One  premises  only  is  registered  for  manufacture.  The  preparation 
room,  although  small,  conforms  to  a high  standard  of  hygiene.  The 
manufacturer  pasteurises  the  mix.  One  sample  was  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  and  was  satisfactory. 
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Slaughterhouses 


Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  small  private  slaughterhouse  which 
complies  with  the  construction  regulations.  All  the  meat  is  inspected 
after  office  hours. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other 
diseases  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  1962;  the  majority  of  condemnations  were  in  respect 
of  unsound  livers: 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

261 

1 

31 

762 

178 

— 

Number  inspected  

261 

1 

31 

762 

178 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

24 

_ 

_ 

_____ 

9 



Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

9.2 

5.1 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

__ 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  tuberculosis... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.6 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  

. 

__ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned   

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

Three  complaints  were  made  by  consumers  that  food  they  had 
purchased  was  not  fit.  A thorough  investigation  was  carried  out  in  each 
case,  and  a warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  manufacturer. 


Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip.  The  following  were  so  dealt  with  after  voluntary  surrender: 


Meat  and  offal  from  slaughterhouse  ... 

Butchers’  meat  and  offal 

Poultry 

Tinned  meat 

Frozen  food 


424  lbs. 
77£  lbs. 

13  lbs. 
478  tins 
174  pkts. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infections  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  

88 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

1 

_ 





1 — 2 years  

• — 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2—  3 „ 

1 A 

— 

12 

7 

— 

— 

— 

J yj  . 

4—5  „ 

. 

/ 

13 







5—10  „ 

2 

46 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  „ 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

20—35  „ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

35—45  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

65  years  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

■ — 

Age  unknown  

1 

~ 

Total  Cases  Notified  

3 

88 

3 

1 

2 

60 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1962  

39 

60 

o 

4 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

5 

1 

_ 

3 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year : 

3 

4 

— 

— • 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

41 

59 

2 

8 

Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 years  ... 

- 





_ 





- 

-■ 

1 — - 5 years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 — 15  years  ... 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

15 — 20  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

55—65  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

~ 

1 

Totals  

5 

1 

— 

3 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

61 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes  of 
Northchurch,  Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with  Potten 
End),  Little  Gaddesden  and  Puttenham  which  comprises  an  area  of 
17,572  acres. 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  mud- 1962  ...  6,400 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1962  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,020 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1962  ...  ...  ...  £82,012 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1962/63  £325 


2.  Extracts  from  Vita!  Statistics 

LIVE  births: 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

68 

46 

Illegitimate 

6 

— 

Total 

114 

6 


Total  ...  74  46  120 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population : 18.7 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  : 18.4 

STILL  births: 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  ...  1 — 1 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births : 8.3 

DEATHS : 


Males  34,  Females  36  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 10.9 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.6 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 l 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


Total  ...  — 1 1 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  I 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 
Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 
Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate 


8.3 

8.8 

Nil 

8.3 

8.3 

16.5 


DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM! 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.53 

Cancer  2.19 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ...  1.25 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System)  1.41 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid- 1962  was 
6,400  as  compared  with  6,320  at  mid- 1961.  The  natural  increase  of  the 
population  last  year,  i.e.,  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  50, 


Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  in  respect  of  Births  and  Deaths  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  and  for  your  district  are  0.98 
and  0.97  respectively.  These  are  the  factors  by  which  the  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  are  multiplied  so  as  to  make  the  rates  comparable  with 
the  adjusted  rates  for  other  areas  and  with  rates  for  the  country  as 
a whole. 

The  close  approximation  of  both  factors  to  unity  indicates  that  your 
population  nearly  approaches  by  age  and  sex  distribution  the  standard 
population  of  the  country. 


Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year, 
after  allowing  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  120,  an  increase 
of  17  as  compared  with  1961. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  18.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  com- 
pared with  16.0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and 
Wales. 


Still-Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  one  still-birth  was  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  8.3  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as 
compared  with  9.6  in  the  previous  year  and  18.1  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  70  (males  34, 
females  36),  an  increase  of  nine  as  compared  with  1961. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  9.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.9  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were:  Disease  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory 
Diseases  and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 


Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  8.3  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  29.1  for  the  previous  year  and  with  20.7  for  England  and  Wales. 


Under 

1 year 

Deaths 

in  Age  Groups 

Male 

Female 

1 

Total 

1 

1—  5 

years 

• • • 

...  ...  — 

— 

— 

5—10 

years 

• • • 

...  ...  — 

1 

1 

10—15 

years 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

15—20 

years 

. . . 

...  ...  — 

— 

— 

20—25 

years 

• . • 

...  ...  — 

— 

— 

25—35 

years 

• • . 

2 

— 

2 

35—45 

years 

• . • 

3 

1 

4 

45—55 

years 

• • . 

2 

4 

6 

55—65 

years 

• • • 

8 

2 

10 

65—70 

years 

• • • 

3 

3 

6 

70—75 

years 

• • • 

3 

9 

12 

75—80 

years 

• • • 

6 

5 

11 

80  85 

years 

• . • 

5 

4 

9 

85—90 

years 

. . . 

1 

4 

5 

90  years  and 

over 

... 

1 

2 

3 

ALL 

CAUSES  ...  34 

36 

70 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1962 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

L* . 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

- — 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  



_ 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

1 

— 

1 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

2 

. 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

7 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

3 

4 

7 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 

7 

8 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

9 

4 

13 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

3 

1 

4 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

4 

8 

12 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

— • 

— 

— 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

7 

4 

6 

24. 

Bronchitis  

1 

1 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem   



1 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

.. 

_ 

__ 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

4 

1 

5 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

34 

36 

70 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1962 


Causes  of  Death 


Prematurity  ... 


Totals 


0) 

a 

*03 

-t— > 

o 

H 


<D 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Parishes  of  Aldbury,  Tring  Rural  and  Wigginton  are  supplied 
by  the  Bucks  Water  Board.  In  September,  1962,  the  Bucks  Water  Board 
resolved  to  discontinue  the  softening  of  their  water  supplies  since  the 
cost  of  the  new  softening  plant  required  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  their 
yield  would  be  in  the  region  of  £450,000  or  5.35d.  per  1,000  gallons. 

Little  Gaddesden,  Nettleden  with  Potten  End  (including  the  hamlet 
of  St.  Margarets)  and  Northchurch  are  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth 
and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

In  previous  reports  I have  referred  to  samples  taken  from  a borehole 
serving  Nos.  1 — 6,  Frithesden.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Council 
have  resolved  to  extend  the  main  to  these  properties,  and  also  from 
Frithesden  to  Nettleden. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency  in  the  main  supplies 
and  no  action  was  found  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number  of 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following 

table : 
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Parish 

Population 

(approx.) 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of  Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Aldbury  

880 

284 

880 

_ 

- 

Little  Gaddesden  

1,430 

335 

1,430 

— 

— 

Nettleden  (with  Potten 

End)  

1,114 

343 

1,114 

— 

• — 

Northchurch  

1,051 

343 

1,051 

— 

— 

Puttenham  

100 

35 

100 

— 

— 

Tring  Plural  

780 

228 

766 

12 

38 

Wigginton  

1,086 

343 

1,086 

— 

■ ' 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  public  swimming  bath  at  the  Deer  Leap,  Ringshall,  continues 
to  be  much  used  by  the  public  and  a number  of  schools  within  the 
District  and  the  surrounding  area.  The  bath  is  supplied  by  mains  water, 
which  is  chlorinated  by  a Wallace  and  Tierman  break-point  chlorinator; 
continual  flow  of  the  water  through  the  bath  and  aerating  cascade  is 
maintained. 

Seven  double  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  all  were  found 
on  analysis  to  be  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Aldbery,  Northchurch  and  Wigginton: 

Little  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  with  the  scheme  of 
main  sewerage  for  the  above  villages.  In  my  previous  report  1 referred 
to  the  preliminary  observations  of  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers 
and  the  inclusion  of  the  Tring  Station  area  into  the  proposed  Aldbury 
Sewers.  The  Engineers  have  been  instructed  to  include  this  area  in  their 
scheme  and  provide  for  pumping  to  Aldbury  in  preference  to  a separate 
disposal  works  at  Tring  Station. 

Little  Gaddesdea: 

No  action  regarding  the  sewerage  of  this  village  has  been  considered. 
Nettleden  with  Patten  End: 

Ministerial  approval  to  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  village  of  Potten 
End  was  given  in  February,  1962,  when  tenders  were  invited.  These  were 
received  in  April  and  the  tender  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Mclnerney  and  Sons 
Ltd.,  in  the  sum  of  £69,798  5s.  9d.  was  accepted.  The  Ministry  intimated 
that  a grant  of  £798  per  half  year  would  be  given,  based  on  a contribu- 
tion of  £20,423.  The  County  Council  grant  amounted  to  £20,423. 

The  work  commenced  almost  immediately  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  the  scheme  was  nearing  completion. 
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Tring  Rural  and  Fettenliam: 

In  April,  1962,  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  submitted  their 
report  on  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  villages  of  Long 
Marston  and  Wilstone,  comprising  the  Parish  of  Tring  Rural,  and  the 
Parish  of  Puttenham.  Their  report  outlined  alternative  proposals  for : 

(a)  sewering  each  village  separately  to  a disposal  works; 

(b)  sewering  to  a combined  works  at  Wilstone; 

(c)  sewering  to  a combined  works  at  Long  Marston; 

(d)  pumping  sewage  from  the  three  villages  to  the  Tring  Urban 
District  Council’s  sewage  disposal  works,  which  were  about  to 
be  reconstructed. 

The  latter  scheme  was  shown  to  be  the  most  economic  and  the 
Consulting  Engineers  recommended  the  Council  to  open  negotiations 
with  the  Tring  Urban  District  Council  with  a view  to  provision  being 
made  in  their  new  disposal  works  for  the  reception  of  the  flow  from 
Long  Marston  and  Wilstone.  Meetings  with  officials  of  the  Tring  Urban 
District  Council  ensued  and  agreement  to  discharge  into  their  works  has 
been  arrived  at.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Tring  Urban  District  Council  works  was  still  in  progress. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Three  cesspool-emptying  machines  continued  to  be  occupied  to  their 
fullest  extent.  During  the  year  1,488  cesspools  were  emptied  and  264 
visits  made  to  cesspools  on  Council  Housing  Estates. 

Cesspool  contents  are  discharged  into  the  sewers  of  the  Berk- 
hamsted  Urban  District  Council  near  their  disposal  works.  The  original 
agreement  with  the  Urban  District  Council  to  discharge  18,000  gallons 
weekly  was  revised  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  to  allow  a maximum 
discharge  of  40,000  gallons. 

With  the  completion  of  the  Potten  End  Sewerage  Scheme,  demands 
on  the  cesspool  emptying  service  will  be  greatly  eased. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  scheme  of  refuse  collection  has,  during  the  year  under  review, 
operated  to  its  fullest  capacity  and  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  one 
vehicle  only  manned  by  three  employees. 

During  the  year  1962,  the  Council  considered  in  some  detail  a 
proposal  to  increase  the  frequency  of  the  refuse  collecting  service  from 
fortnightly  to  weekly  collections.  The  Surveyor  and  Public  Health 
Inspector’s  report  revealed  that  when  the  service  was  first  undertaken 
by  direct  labour  in  1952,  the  total  number  of  houses  served  was  1,641. 
At  the  time  of  presenting  his  report  in  April,  1962,  the  number  of  houses 
had  risen  to  2,047,  an  increase  of  approximately  25%;  the  cost  of  the 
scheme  having  risen  from  £1,315  to  £2,478. 

Details  of  schemes  operated  by  a number  of  other  Rural  District 
Councils  of  comparable  size  and  population  were  given.  On  a majority 
vote  the  Council  resolved  to  defer  further  consideration  until  some  future 
date  in  the  light  of  circumstances  then  prevailing. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  

7 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

3 

2 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

— 

— 

— 



TOTAL  

10 

8 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  or  parts  thereof  made 

wholly  or  partially  of  paper  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections 

GENERAL  I 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Housing  Acts  83 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Drainage  inspection  and  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  ...  ...  ...  6 

Work  in  progress  933 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Rivers  and  streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 
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FOOD  premises: 
Bakehouses 
Food  stores 


1 

10 


Formal 

Informal 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  with 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.61 

1962 

1962 

31.12.62 

2 

— 

2 

4 

16 

15 

5 

6 

16 

15 

7 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 


Houses 

Drainage  and  cesspools 
Cesspools  emptied 
Water  Closets 


22 

63 

1,752 

12 


HOUSING 


Eight  one-bedroom  bungalows  at  Commonfield,  Wigginton,  were 
completed  between  August  and  October,  1962,  and  th  eerection  of  a 
block  of  four  one-bedroom  flats  and  two  three-bedroom  houses  at 
Wilstone  was  commenced  early  in  the  year.  Negotiations  for  the  purchase 
of  sites  at  Little  Gaddesden,  Potlen  End  and  Wilstone  continued  through- 
out the  year,  but  none  was  finalised. 


Private  houses  were  completed  in  the  following  Parishes : 


Parish 

Aldbury 

Little  Gaddesden 
Nettleden  with  Potten  End 
Northchurch 
Tring  Rural 
Wigginton 


Number  of  Houses 

1 

5 

1 

1 

3 

2 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959, 
Improvement  Grants  were  approved  as  follows : 

Discretionary  Grants : — 6,  affecting  7 dwellings. 

Standard  Grants : — 11,  affecting  1 1 dwellings. 


The  Total  amount  of  grants  was  £2,543. 


During  the  year  the  following  houses  were : 
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(a)  Commenced  only 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

6 

3-bedroom  houses  (2) 

1-bedroom  flats  (4) 

12 

(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

8 

One-bedroom  bungalows 

13 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.62  was 
as  follows:  — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12,62: 


Site 

Number  of 
blouses 

Type 

Wigginton : 

Wick  Road  

16 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Fieldway  

Chesham  Road  

8 

3-bedroom 

6 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Highfield  Road  

14 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Commonfield  

8 

1 -bedroom  bungalows 

Aldbury : 

Malting  Lane  

4 

2 and  3-bedroom 

Stoneycroft  

12 

3-bedroom 

Berryfield 

8 

3-bedroom 

Wilstone : 

New  Road  

4 

3-bedroom 

Main  Street  

2 

3-bedroom  bungalows 

Little  Gaddesden : 

Cromer  Close  

28 

3jbedroom 

Long  Marston: 

Tring  Road  

8 

3-bedroom 

Bromley  

Northchurch : 

24 

3 and  4-bedroom  houses;  1 and  2- 
bedroom  bungalows 

Dudswell  

2 

3-bedroom 

Potten  End : 

Vicarage  Road  

10 

3-bedroom 

Hedgeside  

28 

2 and  3-bedroom  houses  and  2- 
bedroom  bungalows 

Briar  Close  

6 

1 -bedroom  bungalows 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced,  hut  not  coni' 

pleted  at  31.12.62: 


Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

Comm- 

enced 

No. 

Com- 

pleted 

Wilstone  

6 

3-bedroom  houses  (2) 

6 

1 -bedroom  flats  (4) 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  Le.,  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.62: 


Site 

Proposed 
number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Potten  End  

16 

3-bedroom  houses  (12)  and 

1 -bedroom  flats  (4) 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1962  ...  208 

Caravans 

There  are  three  multiple  caravan  sites  in  the  Rural  District.  The 
site  at  Northchurch,  which  is  licensed  for  50  vans,  had  not  been  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year  but  works  necessary  to  comply  with  the  site  licence 
were  well  advanced. 

At  Wigginton,  one  site  is  licensed  for  24  vans,  but  the  site  owner 
claims  entitlement  to  a greater  number,  and  this  question  has  been  under 
review  for  many  months.  The  other  site  at  Wigginton  has  four  vans. 

A site  at  Potten  End,  which  had  been  licensed  for  eight  vans,  subject 
to  conditions,  was  closed  by  the  owner  subsequent  to  planning  permission 
being  obtained  for  residential  development  of  the  land. 

Enforcement  action  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  was 
taken  in  respect  of  a site  at  Bourne  End,  and  final  clearance  of  the  site 
was  effected  in  March,  1962.  One  further  caravan  at  Bourne  End  was 
removed  following  informal  action. 

Under  this  heading  it  is  expedient  to  record  the  nuisance  which  con- 
tinually arises  from  the  itinerant  caravan  dweller.  Aldbury  and 
Berkhamsted  Commons  are  their  favourite  camping  grounds  and  they 
invariably  leave  the  sites  in  a filthy  and  untidy  condition,  in  spite  of  their 
apparent  sincere  promises  to  leave  the  ground  in  good  order. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

As  stated  in  my  last  report  the  only  slaughterhouse  in  the  district 
was  closed  on  1st  October,  1961,  following  action  under  the  Slaughter- 
houses (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958. 


Food  Premises 

Sixteen  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  and  no  action  in 
respect  of  unsatisfactory  premises  or  lack  of  cleanliness  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  or  Hygiene  Regulations  was  necessary.  The  number  of 
food  premises  remains  at  2 1 . 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Table  showing  Cases  of  Infections  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Measles 

Erysipelas 

Under  1 year  

_ 

1 — • 2 years  

1 

— 

2—  3 „ 

— 

— 

3—  4 „ 

4—  5 „ 

1 

2 

— 

5—10  „ 

3 

— 

1 0 — 1 5 ,,  

— 

— 

15—20  „ 

— 

- — 

20 — 35  ,,  

— 

— 

35—45  „ 

— 

1 

45—65  „ 

— 

— 

65  years  and  upwards 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  

Total  Cases  Notified  . 

7 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  1st  January, 
1962  

2! 

21 

1 

3 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

_ 

_ 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

2 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year : 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

19 

22 

1 

3 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 

1—  5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

■ — 

— 

20—25 

25—35 

z 

z 

■ 

■" 

' 

, 

35—45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,407  acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid- 1962  ...  6,740 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation 

List  at  31st  December,  1962  ...  ...  ...  2,214 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1962  ...  ...  £80,541 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1962/63  ...  ...  £322 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

LIVE  births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72  66  138 

Illegitimate 2 4 6 


Total  ...  74  70  144 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  21.4 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  20.5 

STILL  births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — I 1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Total  ...  — 1 1 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  toal  (live  and  still)  births:  6.9 
DEATHS : 


Males  36,  Females  37  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.8 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  10.4 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  : 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 2 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 
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Total  ...  1 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ... 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  ... 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  FROM  I 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ... 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 
Respiratory  System) 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1962  was 
6,740  as  compared  with  6,050  at  mid- 1961.  The  natural  increase  of  the 
population  last  year,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  71. 

Comparability  Factors 

Area  comparability  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  were  0.96  and  0.96  respectively.  The  crude  birth  and 
death  rates  are  multiplied  by  these  factors  to  obtain  adjusted  rates  which 
are  strictly  comparable  with  similar  adjusted  rates  in  other  districts  and 
with  the  rates  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  need  for  such  adjustment 
is  occasioned  by  the  differences  in  the  constitution  of  area  populations 
as  regards  the  proportions  of  their  sex  and  age  group  components.  Com- 
pared with  the  previous  year  the  comparability  factor  for  births  is  lower, 
while  that  for  deaths  is  higher,  the  changes  denoting  a further  lowering  in 
the  general  age  composition  of  the  population. 

Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  Births  a net 
total  of  144  live  births  was  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  an 
increase  of  25  as  compared  with  1961. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  20.5  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  19.7  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for 
England  and  Wales. 


20.8 

21.7 
Nil 

20.8 
6.9 

13.8 


of 


4.01 

1.63 

1.34 

1.19 


Still-Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  one  still-birth  was  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  6.9  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  as 
compared  with  24.6  in  the  previous  year  and  with  18.1  for  England  and 
Wales. 
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Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  73,  an  increase 
of  nine  on  the  total  for  the  year  1961 . 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.4  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  9.5  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.9  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were : Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Vascular  lesions  of 
the  Nervous  System,  Cancer,  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  20.8  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  25.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  20.7  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Males  Females  Total 


Under  1 year  ... 
1—  5 years  ... 

5 — 10  years  ... 
10 — 15  years  ... 
15 — 20  years  ... 
20 — 25  years  ... 
25 — 35  years  ... 
35 — 45  years  ... 
45 — 55  years  ... 
55 — 65  years  ... 
65 — 70  years  ... 
70 — 75  years  ... 
75 — 80  years  ... 
80 — 85  years  ... 
85 — 90  years  ... 
90  years  and  over 


1 2 3 


— 1 1 

1 1 2 

— 22 
2 1 3 

5 2 7 

2 4 6 

6 3 9 

10  10  20 

5 4 9 

4 4 8 

3 2 


ALL  CAUSES  ...  36  37  73 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1962 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

, 

— — 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  



— . 



3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  

— 

— • 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  

- — 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  • 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— ■ 

- — • 

■ 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  



— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

3 

1 

4 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bron- 
chus   

1 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— - 

— 

— 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

■ 

— 

" 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  

1 

4 

5 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  

2 

— 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

5 

6 

11 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

4 

9 

13 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

— 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

4 

4 

8 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

3 

2 

5 

22. 

Influenza  

— - 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

1 

3 

4 

24. 

Bronchitis  

3 

1 

4 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system  

- 

- 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

* 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— - 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

3 

— 

3 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abor- 
tion   

__ 

- , 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

4 

4 

8 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— • 

1 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

— > 

1 

1 

35. 

Suicide  

1 

1 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

~ 

ALL  CAUSES  ... 

36 

37 

73 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1962 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

c n 

arj 
— - 

d 

0 

B 

CO 

t-H 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Prematurity 

1 

1 

1 

Broncho- 
pneumonia ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

TOTALS 

1 

• — 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— t 

3 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the  Bucks 
Water  Board  and  it  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  The 
water  for  this  area  is  derived  from  wells  and  boreholes  sunk  into  the 
chalk  at  New  Ground,  Dancers  End  and  Hawridge. 

Twenty-six  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  treated 
water  into  supply  and  1 1 examinations  were  made  of  the  water  from 
consumers’  taps  in  the  Urban  District.  All  samples  gave  satisfactory 
results,  both  chemically  and  bacterioJogically.  The  water  is  not  p i u m bo  - 
solvent. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  indications  that,  since  the  soften- 
ing plant  at  Dancers  End  was  nearing  the  end  of  its  useful  life  and  having 
regard  to  the  high  costs  of  replacement,  the  Board  proposed  to  discontinue 
this  service  to  consumers  in  Tring.  The  Council  showed  considerable 
concern  at  the  proposal  and  asked  the  Board  to  reconsider  its  decision. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling- 
houses  and  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  rnains:  — 


Population 

(a)  Supply 

direct  to  houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

6,740 

2,231 

6,740 

— 

— 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  good  progress  was  made  with  the  reconstruction  of 
the  sewage  disposal  works  despite  several  periods  of  heavy  rainfall.  The 
work  commenced  in  October  and  this  enabled  the  Council  to  withdraw 
the  condition  which  had  been  applied  to  every  planning  permission  for 
new  buildings,  namely  that  work  could  not  start  until  the  reconstruction 
of  the  sewage  disposal  works  had  begun. 

During  the  execution  of  Private  Street  Works  in  Highfield  Road  the 
foul  and  surface  water  sewers  were  extended  by  65  and  285  yards  respec- 
tively, thus  enabling  the  remaining  properties  in  this  street  to  connect 
to  the  main  drainage.  A further  491  yards  of  foul  sewers  were  laid  in 
the  new  “Eight  Acres"  Council  Housing  Estate  and  another  393  yards 
in  private  estates. 

The  arrangements  made  with  a neighbouring  authority  for  the 
emptying  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  are  still  operating  satisfactorily. 
The  cost  of  the  service  is  recovered  from  the  owners  of  the  properties. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  weeky  collection  of  refuse  has,  with  few  exceptions,  been  main- 
tained throughout  the  year,  but  the  continuous  new  development  has 
made  such  heavy  demands  on  the  service  that  any  interruption,  as  at 
Bank  Holidays,  has  affected  timing  of  collections  over  the  following  two 
weeks. 

The  increase  in  population  has  also  affected  the  useful  life  of  the 
Refuse  Tip  which  is  not  now  expected  to  be  in  use  after  December,  1964. 
The  problem  of  finding  alternative  refuse  disposal  facilities  is  one  which 
may  soon  have  to  be  faced. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 
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Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

11 

10 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

31 

35 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  Outworkers’ 
premises)  

2 

TOTAL  

44 

45 

- — 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found ...  Nil 

3.  Outworkers: 

Making  wearing  apparel  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Total  ...  11 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 


Yisiis  and  Inspections 

GENERAL : 


Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Problem  families  and  old  people  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rivers  and  Streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Drainage  and  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Refuse  and  Sewage  Disposal 20 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Factories  and  workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Building  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Public  Halls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  133 

Pests  Act — Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Flies  and  Insects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 
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FOOD  premises: 

Butchers  and  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Restaurants  and  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Public  Market  and  Foodstalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Urban  District. 


HOUSING 

Good  progress  was  made  with  detailed  surveys  of  slum  properties 
and  action  was  initiated,  under  the  Housing  Act,  in  the  Church 
Lane/Stratton  Place/Westwood  Lane  area.  It  has  not  been  possible  to 
achieve  the  desired  result  of  closure  or  demolition  in  all  instances  since 
only  12  council  houses  were  completed  during  1962.  However,  11  houses 
were  closed  and  one  demolished  during  the  year,  and  arrangements  were 
made  with  the  owners  of  a further  24  houses,  so  that  when  the  first 
houses  on  the  Council’s  “Eight  Acres”  Estate  are  ready  for  occupation, 
the  statutory  procedure  can  be  implemented  without  difficulty  or  delay. 
Twenty-eight  houses  are  included  in  the  first  phase  of  “Eight  Acres” 
and  the  Ministry  have  now  agreed  to  a further  programme  of  72  houses 
to  be  commenced  in  1963. 

Private  enterprise  building  was  slowed  down  due  to  planning  restric- 
tion during  the  reconstruction  of  the  sewage  disposal  works. 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were : — 

(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

29 

3- bedroom,  parlour  (15) 

4- bedroom,  parlour  (6) 

1 - bedroom,  non-parlour  (4) 

2- bedroom,  non-parlour  (4) 

124 

(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Temporary  Pre-fabricated 

— 



2 

Permanent  Brick 

12 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

202 
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The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.62  was 
as  follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  completed  since  1.1.45  to  31.12.62:— 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Woodland  Close  

46 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Gamnel  

24 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Dundale  Road  

10 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Meadow  Close  

6 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour 

Goldfield  

40 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour 

Goldfield  Estate  

17 

Brick,  3- bedroom,  parlour  and  non- 
parlour; 1 and  2-bedroom  bungalows 

New  Road  

12 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  commenced  but  not  completed  at  31.12.62: — 


Site 

Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Number 

Commenced 

Number 

Completed 

Eight  Acres 

29 

3 and  4-bedroom, 
parlour; 

1 and  2-bedroom, 
non  parlour 

29 

Nil 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.,  Schemes  about 
which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  hoi  where  a start  had  not  been 
made  at  31.12.62: — 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

Eight  Acres  

72 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour  (44);  1 -bedroom, 

non-parlour  (13);  2-bedroom  non-parlour 
(11);  3 -bedroom  maisonettes  (4) 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1962  ...  135 


88 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  inspection  of  food  and  food  premises  was  somewhat  limited 
(with  the  exception  of  meat  and  slaughterhouses).  An  additional  Public 
Health  Inspector  was  appointed  in  February,  1962,  but  much  of  his  time 
during  the  year  was  taken  up  with  slum  clearance  work  which  was  of 
a most  urgent  nature.  Concerted  action  with  regard  to  the  food  premises 
will  be  taken  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 


I .  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area : 

Fish  shops 
Fried  fish  shops 
Butcher  shops 
Greengrocers 

Grocers  and  mixed  trade  including  sugar  confectionery 
Bakers  and  confectioners 


1 

1 

8 

6 

26 

4 


2.  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drug  Act: 

Ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Preserved  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises 15 

One  butcher’s  shop,  one  public  house  and  one  grocer’s  shop  were 
extensively  altered  and  modernised  and  now  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955-56.  Further  improvements 
were  effected  at  both  slaughterhouses  in  the  District. 


4.  Meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  two  slaughterhouses  is  disposed  of 
at  a dog  food  factory  situated  in  a neighbouring  district,  where  it  is 
sterilized  and  processed.  Unfit  food  surrendered  at  other  food  premises 
is  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  refuse  tip  and  comprised  of  the  following : 

Tinned  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24  lbs. 


5.  No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  Urban  District. 


Meat  Inspection 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  Meat  at  one  was 
inspected,  whenever  possible,  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  at  the 
other  by  private  practice  Veterinary  Surgeons.  Most  of  the  meat  is 
consumed  outside  the  district. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other 
disease  found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  district  during  1962:  — 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part: 


Cattle 

excl- 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Hor- 

ses 

Number  killed  (if  known)  

3,708 

334 

3,070 

7,326 

L041 

— 

Number  inspected  

3,550 

313 

2,174 

6,160 

2,094 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

AND  CYSTICERCI  ! 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

899 

32 

20 

271 

107 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  

2.5 

10.5 

0.9 

4.4 

5.4 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

43 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  

• — 

— 

— 

— 

2.1 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  

37 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  

30 

_ 



___ 

. 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


Apart  from  Tuberculosis,  the  only  Infectious  Diseases  notified 
during  the  year  were  ten  cases  of  Measles.  It  is  interesting  that  of  the 
ten  cases  of  Measles  two  were  in  adults. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  Regis- 
ter at  1st  January,  1962 

12 

7 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  notified 
for  the  first  time  during 
the  year  

1 



, 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
the  Register  other  than 
by  notification  (i.e.  trans- 
fers in,  etc.)  

2 

3 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  

« 

l 

1 

— 

— • 

Total  number  of  cases 
remaining  on  the  Regis- 
ter at  the  end  of  the  year 

14 

9 

1 

1 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  (years) 

Pulmonary 

Non  - Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  1 years  ... 

1—  5 „ ... 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

5—10  „ 

10—15  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ ■ 

— 

15—20  „ 
20—25  „ 
25—35  „ ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

- 



_ 



z 

— 

35—45  „ ... 
45—55  „ ... 

z 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

55—65  „ ... 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

Totals  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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HERTFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Dacorum  Division 


comprised  of 

The  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead 
The  Urban  Districts  of  Berkhamsted  and  Tring 
The  Rural  Districts  of  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted 


ANNUAL  REPO  R T 

of  the 

DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

18  8 2 


R.  S.  HYND,  M B.,  Cli.B.,  D.P.H. 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer  : 

R.  S.  HyND,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  : 

K.  W.  M.  HARBORD,  B.A.,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

A.  Wilkes,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 

E.  E.  Henderson,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 

B.  A.  Richards,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.r.c.o.g.  (Part-time) 

E.  S.  M.  Barnes,  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.r.c.o.g. 
(Part-time  as  from  1st  October,  1962) 


Clinic  Medical  Officers  (Part-time)  : 

D.  D.  Brown,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

H.  W.  John,  l.m.s.s.a. 

F.  C.  J.  Fawcett,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

B.  E.  S.  COLMAN,  B.A.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


Divisional  Nursing  Officer  : 

Miss  J.  C.  Maughan,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v..  Queen’s  Nurse 

(To  26th  Januray,  1962) 

Mrs.  D.  Carter,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  h.v.,  queen’s  nurse 

(From  1st  February,  1962) 


Mrs.  D.  Arnott 
Miss  G.  Austin 
Miss  C.  J.  Badcock 
Miss  M.  L.  Baker 
Mrs.  B.  Bowyer 
Miss  L.  Brackley 
Miss  O.  K.  Davies 


Health  Visitors  : 

Miss  S.  J.  Evans  Miss  I.  Whitman 

Mrs.  M.  Hook 
Miss  O.  B.  Ives 

Miss  R.  M.  S.  Johnson  Mrs.  K.  Clift 
Mrs.  M.  Kennedy  (Part-time) 

Miss  C.  N.  McConachie  Mrs.  M.  McMahon 
Miss  M.  Pritchard  (Part-time) 


Health  Visitor/District  Nurse/Midwives  : 

Mrs.  O.  Campana  Miss  K.  A.  Hopkins  Miss  M.  R.  Plumb 

Miss  R.  Cordner  Mrs.  M.  E.  Nelson  Miss  J.  L.  Powell 

Miss  I.  A.  R.  Carter 


Miss  M.  Chalker 
Miss  A.  K.  Davies 
Miss  M.  Dring 
Miss  A.  B.  Hickie 

Miss  L.  Abrahams 


Mrs.  E.  M.  Hamlyn 
Mrs.  D.  Knight 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Mayo 


Mrs.  P.  Bathe 
Mrs.  E.  Griffin 


District  Nurse/Midwives  : 

Miss  S.  M.  John 
Mrs.  M.  McConnell 
Miss  I.  Murrell 
Miss  F.  R.  Phillips 

Mid  wives  : 

Miss  I.  Saxby 


Clinic  Nurses  : 

Mrs.  F.  Horton 


Miss  J.  S.  Slater 
Miss  K.  Yearsden 
Mrs.  A.  Harwood 

(Part-time) 

Miss  I.  M.  Belle 


Mrs.  N.  Kerry 
Mrs.  P.  Tovey 


District  Nurses  : 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Cox  (Part-time) 
Mrs.  O.  Morgan  (Part-time) 
Mrs.  G.  Nasse  (Part-time) 


Chief  Clerk  : 
Mr.  D.  Harling 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL— SERVICES 


Introduction 

In  this  section  of  the  report  an  account  is  given  of  the  services 
provided  in  the  Division  by  the  County  Council.  The  account,  purposely 
brief,  reviews  the  health  services  from  the  local  angle  and  gives  emphasis 
to  the  local  facts  and  figures.  For  information  on  policy  and  develop- 
ment of  the  health  services,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  Division,  which  comprises  the  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead, 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Berkhamsted  and  Tring,  and  the  Rural  Districts 
of  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted,  covers  an  area  of  51,355  acres 
with  an  estimated  population  of  99,040.  The  increase  of  population  in 
the  year  was  3,710,  far  less  than  that  in  the  Census  year  of  1961,  but 
around  the  average  increase  of  the  previous  ten  years. 

Staff 


The  Medical  Staff  consists  of  a Divisional  Medical  Officer,  who  is 
also  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  five  constituent  Authorities 
in  the  Division,  three  full-time  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers,  two 
half-time  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  four  part-time  Medical 
Officers  for  duties  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  clinics  on  a 
sessional  basis. 

The  Nursing  Staff,  who  are  under  the  general  direction  of  the 
Divisional  Nursing  Officer,  comprise  17  Health  Visitor/ School  Nurses, 
two  of  whom  are  part-time,  18  District  Nurses,  three  of  whom  are  part- 
time,  three  midwives  and  five  part-time  Clinic  Nurses.  The  nursing 
establishment  was  increased  by  the  equivalent  of  four  whole-time  nurses. 

Medical  auxiliaries,  on  the  central  staff  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  give  both  whole-  and  part-time  service  within  the  Division  and 
include  a Psychotherapist,  Psychiatric  Social  Worker,  Mental  Welfare 
Officers,  Speech  Therapist,  Orthoptist,  Teacher  of  Deaf  Children,  Home 
Help  Organisers  and  a Physical  Education  Instructor.  The  Divisional 
Dental  Service  is  staffed  both  by  dentists  wholly  employed  by  the  County 
Council  and  those  engaged  on  a part-time  basis  only. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Medical  Staff  was  up  to  establishment  and  a 
full  programme  of  medical  services  was  completed  including  two  small, 
but  very  worth-while  research  surveys,  one  by  Dr.  E.  E.  Henderson  on 
the  visual  acuity  of  secondary  school  children  and  the  other  by  Dr.  B.  A. 
Richards  on  the  treatment  of  Enuresis.  The  findings  of  these  surveys 
were  published  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer. 

The  inevitable  annual  changes  in  nursing  staff  were,  fortunately, 
comparatively  few  and  reolacements  were  found  for  all  the  nurses  who 
left  the  Service.  In  addition  four  more  nurses  were  engaged  to  cope  with 
the  extra  work  caused  by  the  influx  of  population.  A welcome  addition 
to  the  medical  auxiliary  staff  was  the  service,  part-time,  of  a Peripatetic 
Teacher  for  deaf  children. 
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It  is  usual  in  this  section  of  the  report  to  comment  upon  the  results 
of  the  year’s  association  between  the  members  of  the  Divisional  Medical 
and  Nursing  Staff  and  their  colleagues  in  hospitals  and  in  general  practice. 
The  importance  of  a friendly  relationship  between  them  cannot  be  over- 
emphasized for  it  is  the  basis  of  a co-operation  which  must  always  exist 
if  the  tri-partite  Health  Service  is  to  function  efficiently.  In  previous 
years  the  emphasis  has  perhaps  been  on  the  co-operation  with  the 
maternity,  paediatric  and  geriatric  departments  of  the  hospital,  but  in  this 
report  it  is  placed  on  the  general  practitioner  service  and  in  particular  on 
a new  venture  begun  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

From  the  inception  of  the  Health  Visitor  Service,  the  Health  Visitor, 
while  seeking  the  co-operation  of  and  working  with  the  general  prac- 
titioner, has  based  her  practice  upon  the  Clinic  rather  than  upon  the 
doctor’s  surgery.  In  rural  areas  the  arrangement  has  always  worked 
satisfactorily  but  in  the  more  crowded  urban  areas  it  is  felt  that  the 
dissociation  between  clinic  and  surgery  can,  and  does,  affect  the  co-opera- 
tion between  doctor  and  nurse.  It  is  argued  that  in  these  areas  the  Health 
Visitor  should  be  attached  to  a general  practice  rather  than  be  working, 
separately,  from  a clinic.  Under  this  arrangement  the  doctor  would  be 
able  to  consult  the  more  easily  with  the  Health  Visitor  and  she  with  him. 
They  would  be  working  together  as  a team  among  the  same  families  and 
in  consequence  the  co-operation  between  them  would  be  much  greater 
than  that  achieved  previously. 

To  put  the  principle  into  practice  a venture  of  this  kind  was  begun 
in  one  general  practice  in  the  Borough  in  the  autumn  of  the  year.  It  was 
begun  in  the  true  spirit  of  partnership  and  it  will  succeed  because  all 
concerned  with  it  want  it  to  succeed.  It  may  well  prove  to  be  the  fore- 
runner of  many  similar  arrangements  in  the  future. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1962 


Kernel  Hempstead 
Borough 

Hemel  Hempstead 
Rural  District 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

Tring 

Urban  District 

Dacorum  Division 

Hertfordshire 

County  Council 

Area  (acres)  .... 

7.193 

20,23 1 

1,952 

17,572 

4,407 

51,355 

404,524 

Population  

58,270 

13,870 

13,760 

6,400 

6,740 

99,040 

857,200 

Live  Births  

1,219 

241 

239 

120 

144 

1,963 

15,598 

Still-births  

21 

2 

- — 

1 

1 

25 

225 

Deaths  

422 

127 

145 

70 

73 

837 

8,207 

Deaths  under  1 
year  of  age  ... 

24 

2 

1 

1 

3 

31 

277 

Birth  Rate 

Per  1,000  esti- 
mated popula- 
tion : 

Crude  

20.9 

17.4 

17.4 

18.7 

21.4 

19.8 

18.2 

Adjusted  

15.5 

17.4 

17.0 

18.4 

20.5 

* 

16.4 

Death  Rates 

All  per  1 ,000 
estimated 
population : 
Crude  

7.2 

9.2 

10.5 

10.9 

10.8 

8.5 

96 

Adjusted  

11.4 

10.4 

11.4 

10.6 

10.4 

# 

10.8 

Infective  and 

Parasitic 
diseases  ex- 

cluding T.B. 
but  including 
Syphilis  and 
other  V.D.  ... 

0.02 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.02 

Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory 
System  

0.00 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.04 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

* 

Respiratory 
Diseases  (ex- 
cluding tuber- 
culosis of  res- 
piratory sys- 
tem)   

1.06 

0.65 

1.09 

1.41 

1.19 

1.04 

* 

Cancer  

1.52 

1.95 

1.67 

2.19 

1.34 

1.64 

1.80 

HeartandCircu- 
latory  Diseases 

2.18 

3.46 

4.72 

4.53 

4.01 

2.99 

2.99 

Vascular  lesions 
of  the  Nervous 
System  

1.08 

1.51 

1.67 

1.25 

1.63 

1.27 

* 

* 

46,669, 

000 

* 

* 

* 

* 


180 


11.9 


* 

i 

I 

* 

* 


* 


* 


* 


* 
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England  and  Wales 

(provisional  figures) 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1962 

(continued) 


Hemel  Hempstead 
Borough 

Herne!  Hempstead 

Rural  District 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

Tring 

Urban  District 

Dacorum  Division 

Hertfordshire 

County  Council 

England  and  Wales 

(provisional  figures) 

Infant 

Mortality 

19.7 

8.3 

4.2 

oo 

u> 

20.8 

15.8 

17.8 

i 

20.7 

Neo-Natal 

Mortality 

13.2 

8.3 

4.2 

8.3 

20.8 

11.7 

13.0 

15.1 

Early  Neo- 
Natal 

Mortality 

13.2 

8.3 

0.0 

8.3 

6.9 

i 

7.1 

11.4 

* 

Peri-Natal 

Mortality 

29.8 

16.5 

4.2 

16.5 

13.8 

19.7 

31.7 

* 

Still-Birth 

Rate 

16.9 

8.2 

0.0 

8.3 

6.9 

12.6 

14.2 

18.1 

Maternal 

Mortality 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.19 

0.35 

* Figures  not  available. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area  during 
1962  was  1,963  (986  males,  977  females),  an  increase  of  82  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE  was  19.8  per  1,000  estimated  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  19.6  for  1961. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  numbered  83  or  4.2%  of  the  total  live 
births  compared  with  71  and  3.8%  respectively  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  Area  after  correction  for 
transfers  were  837  (408  males,  429  females),  an  increase  of  44  on  the  total 
for  1961. 


The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  8.5  per  1,000 
estimated  population  as  compared  with  8.3  for  the  previous  year. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance 
were : 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System. 

2.  Cancer. 

3.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

4.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  81  % of  the  total  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality 

In  1962  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  31, 
an  increase  of  seven  from  the  previous  year.  Twenty-three  infants  were 
under  four  weeks  of  age  at  time  of  death. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  was  15.8  per  1,000  live  births 
as  compared  with  12.8  for  1961. 

The  death  rate  among  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  was  16.5  as  compared  with  12.2  for  1961. 

The  death  rate  among  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  was  0.0  as  compared  with  28.2  for  1961. 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  deaths  of  all  infants  under 
one  year  of  age:  — 


Causes  of 

Death 

Under  1 week 

1—2  weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  under 

1 year  of  age 

Congenital  heart 

disease  

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

6 

Other  Congenital 

Malformations 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

4 

Prematurity 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

12 

Broncho- 

pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

■ — 

1 

5 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Asphyxia  

1 

1 

1 

± 

2 

TOTAL  

20 

— 

1 

2 

23 

2 

3 

2 

1 

31 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Smallpox 


Excitement  centred  last  year  around  the  outbreaks  of  Smallpox  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  which  began  in  the  December  of  the  previous 
year  and  continued  until  April.  In  all  there  were  five  separate  outbreaks 
of  the  disease,  though  it  is  probable  that  two  of  the  three  reported  in 
South  Wales  were  derived  from  a common  source,  with  62  confirmed 
cases  and  24  deaths. 

A bare  recital  of  the  facts  hardly  reflects  the  real  concern  and  anxiety 
the  outbreaks  caused.  Throughout  the  Division,  there  was  a heavy 
demand  for  vaccination  and  many  pressed  for  the  immediate  establish- 
ment by  the  Health  Department  of  open  sessions  so  that  all  and  sundry 
could  be  vaccinated.  As  at  no  time  was  any  part  of  the  Division  at  risk 
and  as  primary  vaccination  in  adults  is  not  without  real  risk  of  serious 
complications,  the  demand  for  open  sessions  was  resisted.  Notwith- 
standing over  6,000  school  children  and  adults  were,  according  to  the 
record  cards  received,  vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated  and  it  is  probable  that 
many  hundreds  more  were  vaccinated  for  whom  no  record  cards  were 
completed. 

Vaccination  was  sought  not  only  by  the  individual  for  himself  and 
family  but  by  the  factory  and  office  managements  for  their  operatives 
and  for  executive  staff  visiting  areas  where  Smallpox  had  been  reported. 
The  possession  by  entrants  of  a valid  certificate  of  vaccination  was 
required  by  certain  foreign  countries,  a requirement  which  affected  a 
wide  range  of  travellers  abroad  including  even  school  children  on 
organised  continental  tours.  Amidst  all  the  clamour  the  small  voice  of 
conscience,  or  rather  conscientious  objection  to  vaccination,  was  strangely 
still. 


It  is  more  than  doubtful  whether  this  indiscriminate  and  haphazard 
method  of  vaccination  has  any  real  prophylactic  value  for  the  com- 
munity, nor  is  it  without  risk.  Medical  authority  has,  for  long,  advocated 
that  in  times  of  Smallpox  outbreaks,  a ring  should  be  drawn  around  the 
cases  and  their  contacts  and  only  those  inside  the  ring,  but  including 
special  groups  at  risk,  should  be  vaccinated.  The  number  of  possible 
•contacts  in  the  area  could  have  been  counted  on  one  hand  and  the  special 
groups  at  risk,  e.g.  doctors,  nurses,  ambulance  staff,  were  relatively 
small,  yet  such  was  the  panic  that  probably  eight  thousand  school  children 
and  adults  w'ere  vaccinated.  It  is  hoped  there  will  not  be  a next  time,  but 
if  there  is,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a greater  sense  of  proportion  will  prevail. 
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Details  of  the  various  age  groups  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  are 
given  below : — 


Under 

1 year 

1—2 

years 

2—5 

years 

5—15 

years 

15  + 

years 

Totals 

Vaccinations 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

670 

202 

150 

102 

8 

1,132 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

405 

153 

210 

1 ,005 

1,388 

3,161 

Re-V  accxnations 
(a)  By  Clinic  Medi- 
cal Officers 

9 

87 

137 

233 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

3 

1 

60 

942 

2,539 

3,545 

Total  vaccinated  and 
re-vaccinated 

1,078 

356 

429 

2,136 

4,072 

8,071 

In  general,  vaccinations  were  unaccompanied  by  anything  other  than 
a mild  local  reaction. 


Diphtheria 


It  seems  almost  unnecessary  to  record  the  absence  of  Diphtheria 
in  the  Division.  The  last  case  occurred  as  long  ago  as  1947  and  after 
such  an  interval  a recurrence  would  come  as  a great  shock  to  most  people, 
not  least  to  those  engaged  in  the  field  of  public  health. 

The  prevention  of  disease  by  specific  measures,  where  available,  or 
by  general  measures  is  the  fundamental  aim  of  the  Health  Department. 
One  difficulty  is  getting  people  to  appreciate  and  then  to  accept  preventive 
measures.  Where  there  is  failure,  the  Health  Department  must  be 
introspective  and  examine  its  organisation  and  methods  to  ensure  that  the 
fault  does  not  lie  with  the  Department. 

The  immunisation  records  for  both  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough, 
largely  identical  since  the  introduction  of  combined  prophylactics  in 
place  of  the  single  antigens,  show  a marked  decline  last  year  in  the  number 
of  primary  immunisations  and  re-inforcing  injections.  For  Diphtheria 
the  number  of  primary  immunisations  in  children  under  two  years,  a 
group  giving  an  accurate  index  of  the  immunity  of  the  population, 
was  reduced  by  9%  while  the  number  of  re-inforcing  injections  was 
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down  by  40%.  Whatever  the  reasons  or  excuses  this  is  not  the  way  to 
ensure  against  the  non-return  of  Diphtheria.  Next  year  the  community, 
as  a whole,  must  do  much  better. 

Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunised  are  given  below : — 


Year  of  birth 

1962 

1961 

1960-58 

1957-48 

1947 

upwards 

Totals 

Primary 

Immunisation 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

607 

528 

62 

34 

1,231 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

204 

221 

19 

20 

— 

464 

Secondary  or 
Re-Inforcing 
Injections 
(a)  By  Clinic  or 
School  Medical 
Officers  

25 

651 

1 

677 

(b)  By  Private  Doc- 
tors   

— 

— 

28 

133 

2 

163 

Total  of  primary  and 
secondary  immuni- 
sations   

811 

749 

134 

838 

3 

2,535 

Whooping  Coegli 

The  receipt  of  one  notification  only  for  Whooping  Cough  last  year 
seems  almost  too  good  to  be  true.  It  may  be  there  were  further  cases 
which  were  missed  or  were  not  notified  but,  even  so,  the  decline  in  the 
incidence  of  the  disease  was  truly  remarkable.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  vaccination  campaign  has  finally  caught  up  with  the  disease 
and  while  further  cases  will  undoubtedly  arise,  the  days  of  the  epidemic 
have,  surely,  gone  for  ever. 

Further  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  will  inevitably  arise  for  two 
reasons;  because  the  vaccine  is  probably  no  more  than  75-80%  effective 
and  because  the  immunisation  level  of  the  community  is  below  the 
optimum.  It  is  sad  to  record  a fall  last  year  of  24%  in  the  number  of 
primary  immunisations.  It  is  true  to  say  that  an  infectious  disease  is 
rarely,  if  ever,  conquered  by  the  eradication  of  the  organism  causing  the 
disease.  Rather  is  it  contained  by  the  barrier  of  immunity  erected  between 
the  organism  and  the  host.  The  barrier  must  not  only  be  erected,  it  must 
equally  be  maintained  and  the  maintenance  work  last  year  was  pretty 
poor.  As  was  said  previously  of  Diphtheria  next  year  the  community, 
as  a whole,  must  do  better. 
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Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunised  are  given  below: — 


Year  of  bi  th 

1962 

1961 

1960-58 

1957-48 

Totals 

Primary  Immunisation 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers 

606 

530 

50 

18 

1,204 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

204 

219 

20 

18 

461 

Secondary  or  Re- Inforcing 
Injections 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers 

4 

15 

19 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

— 

— 

24 

109 

133 

Total  of  primary  and  second- 

ary  immunisations  

. 810 

749 

98 

160 

1,817 

The  story  of  Poliomyelitis  began  last  year  with  the  introduction  of 
the  Sabin  oral  vaccine  and  ended,  once  again,  in  the  complete  freedom 
of  the  area  from  the  disease.  In  introducing  the  oral  vaccine,  the 
Ministry  of  Health  rightly  requested  Local  Health  Authorities  to  give  all 
persons  the  choice  of  the  Salk  or  Sabin  vaccines  but  the  County  Council, 
while  offering  both  vaccines,  recommended  the  Sabin  vaccine  for  use 
in  its  schools  and  clinics.  The  injection  was  thus  largely  replaced  by  a 
pleasant,  soothing  syrup  for  babies  and  by  a sugar  lump  for  older 
children,  each  dosed  with  the  appropriate  three  drops  of  vaccine.  A 
welcome  consequence  of  the  change  was  the  disappearance  from  the 
vaccination  clinics  of  the  oft  repeated  cry  of  the  apprehensive  victim 
or  anguished  parent,  “Will  it  hurt?”  Immunisation  clinics  may,  perhaps, 
become  strangely  unexciting  places  when  all  vaccines  are  administered 
orally. 

No  Ministerial  pronouncements  on  Poliomyelitis  were  received  last 
year  apart  from  one  to  re-affirm  the  existing  vaccination  policy.  The 
Department,  as  a consequence,  had  a relatively  quiet  year  continuing 
the  routine  vaccination  procedures  established  in  the  previous  year.  Many 
more  children  and  adults  were  vaccinated  as  the  following  tables  show : — 
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Part  I — Primary  Immunisation: — 


Age  Group 

No.  of  Persons,  who, 
in  1962,  received: 

Total  Persons  who 
have  received 

Salk  Vaccine 
(2  injections) 

Oral  Vaccine 
(3  injections) 

Primary  Immunisations 
to  31.12.62 

(a)  Children  born  in  1962  ... 

4 

279 

\ 

(b)  Children  born  in  1961  ... 

251 

809 

> 28,196 

(c)  Children  and  young  persons 
born  in  years  1943-60  ... 

88 

253 

3 

(d)  Young  persons  born  in 
years  1933-42  

57 

154 

7,472 

(e)  Others  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

111 

350 

9,451 

(f)  TOTAL  

511 

1,845 

45,119 

Part  II — Re-inforcing  Doses: — 


Immunised  in 
1962 

Total  Immunised 
to  31.12.62 

(a)  Number  of  persons  given  third  injections 
of  Salk  vaccine 

341 

37,453 

(b)  Number  of  persons  given  fourth  injections 
of  Salk  vaccine 

32 

8,875 

(c)  Number  of  persons  given  a reinforcing 
dose  of  ORAL  vaccine  after 

(i)  2 Salk  doses  

3,832 

3,832 

(ii)  3 Salk  doses  

985 

985 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  declined  from  the  total  of  43 
in  the  previous  year  to  17  last  year.  The  disease  remained  mild  and  free 
from  complications. 


Measles 

Last  year  was  a non-epidemic  year  for  Measles  when  only  180  cases 
were  notified  as  compared  with  1,722  in  the  epidemic  of  the  previous 
year.  The  community  was  thus  largely  spared  the  irritation  of  the  disease 
and  the  Health  Department  equally  spared  the  irritation  of  the  receipt 
and  storage  of  large  batches  of  useless  notification  forms. 
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Notification  of  Notifiable  Infections  Diseases  1962  (corrected) 


District 

Disease 

Borough  of 

Hemel 

Hempstead 

Rural  District 

of  Hemel 

Hempstead 

Urban  District 

of 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District 

of 

Berkhamsted 

Urban  District 

of  Tring 

Totals  for 

Division 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

1 

3 

17 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Measles  

28 

47 

88 

7 

10 

180 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

— 

— 

3 

— 

■ — 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

1 

1 

■ — 

— 

3 

Infectious  Hepatitis 
Tuberculosis 

2 

2 

r 

" 

4 

Pulmonary 

12 

5 

6 

— 

1 

24 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

7 

t 

3 

1 

12 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Domiciliary  Midwifery 

There  were  888  home  confinements,  all  but  two  of  whom  were 
attended  by  County  Council  midwives.  The  number  of  midwives 
employed  by  the  County  Council  in  the  Division  was  21,  of  whom  18 
were  employed  in  the  dual  capacity  of  District  Nurse/ Midwife.  The 
midwives  administered  Gas  and  Air  analgesia  to  773  patients  and 
Trichlorethylene  analgesia  to  a further  29  patients.  Pethidine  injections 
were  given  to  486  patients.  Compared  with  1961,  the  total  of  domiciliary 
confinements  increased  by  2%. 

The  total  number  of  confinements  amongst  residents  in  the  Division 
was  1,939,  an  increase  of  72  or  3.8%  over  the  previous  year  with  the  per- 
centage of  home  confinements  increasing  from  44%  to  46%.  Of  the 
1,055  confinements  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes,  820  were  in  the  St. 
Paul’s  Hospital,  Hemel  Hempstead. 

Within  the  boundaries  of  the  Borough,  the  percentage  of  domiciliary 
confinements  to  total  confinements  was  47%,  as  compared  with  46%  in 
1961,  whereas  for  the  remaining  areas  of  the  Division  the  ratio  was  43% 
as  compared  with  41  % in  the  previous  year.  The  national  percentage  for 
home  confinements  was  around  36%. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  statistical  feature  is  the  continued  dis- 
parity between  the  percentage  of  hospital  births  in  the  Division  and  the 
percentage  in  the  area  of  the  Region  Hospital  Board  or,  for  that  matter. 
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in  the  country  as  a whole.  Instead  of  an  average  of  two  thirds  of  our 
expectant  mothers  having  the  option  of  a hospital  confinement  only  a 
little  over  half  have  this  option.  Even  this  percentage  would  have  been 
lower  had  it  not  been  for  hospitals  in  Aylesbury,  Amersham  and  London, 
hospitals  outside  our  Regional  Hospital  Board  area,  accepting  97  of 
our  expectant  mothers  for  their  confinements. 

The  situation  is  clearly  not  good  enough  and  yet  the  remedy  is  within 
our  grasp  if  only  the  additional  maternity  ward  at  St.  Paul’s  Hospital 
could  be  opened.  The  physical  difficulties,  i.e.,  the  provision  of  a nursery, 
additional  heating,  strengthening  of  electrical  circuits,  etc.,  have  all  been 
removed  and  now  only  the  acquisition  of  sufficient  trained  nursing  staff 
prevents  the  opening  of  the  ward.  Let  us  hope  we  haven’t  to  wait  for 
some  of  last  year’s  babies  to  grow  up  before  this  hurdle  can  be 
surmounted. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics 


By  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  apparent  that  the  day  of  the  Local 
Authority  Ante-Natal  Clinic  was  over,  and  arrangements  were  made  to 
close,  early  in  the  new  year,  the  two  remaining  clinics  in  the  Division. 

The  introduction  of  the  General  Practitioner/ Obstetrician  scheme, 
with  its  inducement  to  doctors  to  practice  midwifery  and  its  encourage- 
ment to  patients  to  book  a doctor  for  their  confinements,  obviously 
lessened  the  need  for  Local  Authority  Clinics,  and  made  their  eventual 
demise  certain.  It  is  perhaps  a little  sad  to  witness  their  closure  but  it 
can  be  said  of  them  that  they  set  a standard  of  care  of  which  they  can 
be  justly  proud  and  which  those  who  take  over  from  them  will  do  well  to 
follow.  They  have  done  a job  which,  in  the  past,  others  were  either  not 
prepared  or  not  able  to  do,  and  more  than  any  other  agency  they  have, 
by  their  unremitt  ng  efforts,  brought  home  to  the  people  the  value  of 
and  the  need  for  proper  ante-natal  care.  In  this  sphere  the  new  relaxation 
clinics,  in  which  the  midwives  instruct  the  expectant  mother  in  the 
management  of  labour  and  prepare  her  for  her  confinement,  will  continue 
the  work  of  the  old  clinics.  The  midwives,  at  least,  are  not  on  the  wray 
out,  but  still  very  much  in  business. 


The  details  of  the  attendances  at  the  tw'o  clinics  in  the  Division  are 
listed  below:  — 


Clinic 

Number 

of 

Sessions 

Number 

of 

Patients 

Number 

of 

Attendances 

Average 

attendance 

per 

Session 

“ Churchill  ”, 

Hemel  Hempstead 

50 

46 

252 

5.0 

Berkhamsted  

24 

22 

73 

3.0 
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Child  Welfare  Centres 


It  may  seem  somewhat  strange  that  in  two  so  intimately  related 
clinics  as  ante-natal  and  child  welfare,  the  work  of  one  should  come  to 
an  end  while  the  work  of  the  other  continued  to  flourish.  But  to  achieve 
success  often  means  acceptance  of  change  and  small  changes,  perhaps 
trivial  in  themselves  but  important  in  the  aggregate,  were  made  in  most 
clinics  last  year.  Still  more  emphasis  was  laid  on  health  education  and  in 
some  clinics  group  teaching,  with  the  use  of  visual  aids,  received  much 
greater  prominence. 

It  must  not  be  thought  that  the  Local  Authority  Child  Welfare 
Centres  are  the  sole  repositories  for  child  welfare  knowledge  or  teaching. 
With  the  general  practitioner  now  playing  a major  role  in  the  domiciliary 
midwifery  service,  it  is  only  natural  that  he  should  begin  to  show  an  equal 
interest  in  the  developing  child.  Many  practices,  particularly  the  group 
practices,  now  have  their  own  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  and  it  is  a pity  that 
so  far  Health  Visitors  have  only  a loose,  instead  of  a close,  association 
with  them.  The  experiment,  reported  previously,  of  attaching  a Health 
Visitor  to  a group  practice  rather  than  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  is  being 
tried  in  one  practice  in  the  Borough.  If  the  experiment  succeeds,  as  it 
surely  must,  it  may  well  set  a pattern  for  child  welfare  in  the  future. 


WELFARE  FOODS  DISTRIBUTION 

There  are  27  centres  in  the  Division  from  which  Welfare  Foods 
(National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  Tablets) 
are  distributed.  Of  these  distribution  centres  17  are  situated  in  Infant 
Welfare  Centres,  seven  in  local  shops  and  three  are  staffed  by  the  W.V.S. 

Supplies  are  ordered  through  the  Divisional  Health  Office  from  a 
main  depot  at  Chesham  and  deliveries  to  the  centres  are  either  made 
directly  from  the  main  depot  or  by  local  transport  from  a County  Council 
depot  in  Hemel  Hempstead. 


The  following  Welfare  Foods  were  distributed  during  the  year : — 


National  Dried  Milk 
Orange  Juice 
Cod  Liver  Oil 

Vitamin  A and  D Tablets  ... 


5,776  tins 
30,518  bottles 
2,209  bottles 
3,720  packets 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  K.  W.  M.  Harbord  for  the  following  apprecia- 
tion of  the  work  of  the  School  Health  Services. 

Introduction 

Immunisation,  early  detection  of  disease  and  health  education  are 
the  three  pillars  of  preventive  medicine  For  over  half  a century,  the 
School  Health  Service  has  kept  as  its  aim  the  prevention  of  disease  and 
the  promotion  of  good  health  in  the  rising  generation. 
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Immunisation  has  always  had  pride  of  place,  because,  provided 
certain  rules  and  timings  are  observed,  some  diseases  can  be  prevented 
absolutely.  No  special  skill  or  vigilance  is  then  necessary  to  ensure  that 
these  diseases  do  not  occur. 

Early  detection  of  disease,  is  a procedure  that  has  become  more  and 
more  highly  skilled  with  the  necessity  and  facilities  for  earlier  detection. 
The  Infant  Welfare  Service  is  playing  an  increasing  part  and  will  diminish 
the  amount  of  disease  detectable  at  school.  This  Service  suffers  from 
not  being  obligatory  and  there  remain  a considerable  proportion  of 
children  who  do  not  pass  through  a medical  detective  “screen”  until 
obliged  to  do  so  at  school. 

Health  education  has  always  played  a large  part  in  the  School 
Health  Service.  In  place  of  individual  education,  it  appears  that  there  is 
arising,  a need  for  more  formal  and  more  general  instruction  in  health,  as 
the  society  in  which  we  live  adopts  a more  positive  attitude  to  health 
promotion. 


Immunisation 


Prevention  of  disease  by  immunisation  was  facilitated  during  the 
year  by  the  introduction  of  oral  Poliomyelitis  vaccine.  School  Nurses  were 
able  to  carry  out  this  programme,  freeing  the  other  members  of  the 
School  Health  team  for  other  duties. 

For  the  third  successive  year  the  B.C.G.  Immunisation  Scheme  has 
included  children  from  13  years  to  school  leaving  age.  Again,  strong 
and  weak  positive  reactors  to  tuberculin,  were  identified.  Those  with 
strong  positive  reactions  were  given  a full  clinical  examination  by  the 
Consultant  Chest  Physician,  in  addition  to  the  chest  X-ray  that  was  also 
given  to  those  with  weak  positive  reactions.  No  cases  of  active  tuber- 
culosis were  found. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  results  of  this  scheme  since  it 
began  in  1957  : — 


Year 

Number 

eligible 

Percentage 

acceptance 

Number 
tuberculn 
skin -tested 

Number 
positive  to 
skin-test 

Percentage 

negative 

Number 

vaccinated 

1957 

1,108 

71% 

728 

99 

86% 

629 

1958 

1,269 

75% 

914 

118 

87% 

794 

1959 

1,261 

73% 

867 

90 

89% 

775 

*1960 

1,902 

69% 

1,271 

113 

91% 

1,158 

1961 

1,911 

78% 

1,458 

95 

94% 

1,364 

1962 

1,652 

82% 

1,271 

69 

95% 

1,202 

(*  Scheme  extended  to  include  13  years  up  to  school  leaving  age) 


This  table  clearly  shows  that  the  percentage  negative  to  skin-test 
has  been  steadily  rising,  although  it  may  now  be  expected  that  the  rate 
will  slow  a little  as  the  upper  limit  is  reached.  The  inference  is  that  the 
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number  of  active  cases  in  the  community  is  steadily  being  reduced  and 
reducing  the  number  of  young  people  infected.  A low  community  level 
of  immunity  is  also  brought  about,  so  that  artificial  immunity  becomes 
increasingly  important. 


Early  Detection  of  Disease 

The  early  detection  of  disease  at  present  depends  for  its  success  on 
the  periodic  and  special  medical  inspection  of  school  children  This 
search  for  the  “early  warnings”  of  disease  comprises  the  bulk  of  the 
work  of  the  School  Health  Service.  The  aim  is  to  reduce  the  overall 
amount  of  disease  in  school  children  by  early  detection  at  medical 
detective  “screens.” 

There  are  four  such  detective  “screens”  at  the  ages  of  5 + , 7 + , 
11+  and  15 + . At  these  periodic  inspections,  each  child  has  a complete 
medical  review,  whether  or  not  there  are  any  previously  know  defects. 
Defects  discovered  at  these  inspections  are  singled  out  for  furthr  recom- 
mendations. Special  inspections  are  carried  out  at  the  request  of  parent, 
teacher  or  family  doctor  and  at  these  inspections  special  reference  is 
made  to  the  particular  complaint. 

The  term  “complete  medical  review”  has  been  designedly  chosen 
because  at  the  periodic  inspections  the  whole  child  comes  under  review, 
physically,  mentally  and  emotionally.  Parents  and  teachers  contribute 
to  the  discovery  of  defects  in  all  of  these  aspects  of  the  child's  health. 
Physical  fitness  is  not  enough  if  there  is  evidence  of  mental  or  emotional 
stress.  The  times  of  greatest  stress  are  generally  agreed  to  be  those 
immediately  following  a change  of  school,  i.e.,  at  5 + , 7+  and  11  + . At 
each  of  these  times  the  child  faces  new  horizons,  new  methods  and  types 
of  work  and  a whole  new  environment.  Adjustment  produces  stress  and 
during  stressful  periods  there  is  need  for  observation  of  the  child’s 
reaction. 

For  the  purpose  of  re-inspections  and  special  inspections  it  is  the 
policy  to  visit  each  school  each  term.  Owing  to  priority  for  immunisa- 
tion it  has  not  been  possible  to  adhere  strictly  to  this  policy.  Liaison 
with  schools  ensured  that  no  apparent  ill  effects  resulted  from  this  failure 
to  keep  pace  with  policy. 


It  is  almost  impossible  to  portray  this  work  in  figures.  The  effects 
of  a preventive  measure  such  as  this  are  long-term  and  of  national  rather 
than  local  import.  Some  impression  of  the  type  of  work  done  in  this 
Division  may  be  gained  from  the  following  table : — 
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Defects  fotmd  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 


A. 


Periodic  Inspections 


Defect  or  Disease 

Entrants 

Leavers 

Others 

(Interim 

inspections) 

Total 

Treatment 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

Skin  

23 

23 

51 

20 

87 

48 

161 

91 

Eyes : 

(a)  Vision  

88 

207 

116 

92 

303 

225 

507 

524 

(b)  Squint  

46 

6 

3 

2 

29 

19 

78 

27 

(c)  Other  

14 

4 

3 

— 

16 

13 

33 

17 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing 

11 

20 

2 

4 

9 

19 

22 

43 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

18 

18 

3 

2 

7 

14 

28 

34 

(c)  Other  

3 

6 

— 

— 

4 

6 

7 

12 

Nose  and  Throat  

64 

73 

9 

1 

36 

51 

109 

125 

Speech  

40 

37 

1 

2 

22 

22 

63 

61 

Lymphatic  Glands 

4 

13 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

15 

Heart 

7 

58 

2 

13 

4 

55 

13 

126 

Lungs  

29 

49 

7 

2 

26 

52 

62 

103 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia  

8 

15 

1 

7 

10 

24 

19 

46 

(b)  Other  

4 

20 

1 

5 

6 

39 

11 

64 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture  

6 

3 

26 

7 

38 

23 

70 

33 

(b)  Feet  

34 

22 

18 

14 

76 

41 

128 

77 

(c)  Other  

8 

48 

9 

7 

10 

22 

27 

77 

Nervous  System: 

(a)  Epilepsy  

5 

6 

— 

1 

9 

4 

14 

11 

(b)  Other  

— 

8 

4 

4 

10 

10 

14 

22 

Psychological : 

(a)  Development 

4 

11 

3 

4 

4 

25 

11 

40 

(b)  Stability  

33 

48 

2 

10 

35 

79 

70 

137 

Abdomen 

8 

5 

— 

1 

10 

8 

18 

14 

Other  

13 

20 

5 

31 

22 

59 

40 

110 

TOTAL 


1,509 


1,809 


During  the  year,  7,260  periodic  medical  inspections,  3,850  re- 
inspections and  134  special  inspections  were  carried  out  at  the  64  schools, 
one  special  school  and  one  nursery  school  of  the  Education  Authority  in 
this  Division. 


Health  Education 

The  need  for  more  formal  and  more  general  health  education  arises 
particularly  with  regard  to  matters  of  mental  and  emotional  health  in 
addition  to  the  principles  of  hygiene.  This  need  appears  to  be  greatest 
at  puberty,  when  the  child  changes  to  the  adult  and  begins  to  lay  the 
foundations  on  wTich  to  build  the  individual  and  independent  physical 
and  emotional  health  of  the  future.  At  this  “blueprint”  stage  of  life  it 
is  the  duty  fo  the  School  Health  Service  to  support  and  encourage  the 
efforts  of  parents  and  teachers  to  bring  about  independence,  by  teaching 
independence  in  matters  of  health. 
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In  this  field,  several  School  Nurses  have,  for  some  time  now,  under- 
taken to  teach  “Mothercraft”  to  girls  in  the  leaving  class  at  Secondary 
Schools.  These  special  classes  include  such  a diversity  of  health  subjects 
as  personal  hygiene,  home  nursing,  first  aid,  infectious  diseases,  home- 
making, preparation  for  and  care  of  infants  and  children,  care  of  the 
aged  and  home  safety.  Practical  instruction  included  care  of  infants, 
dressing  and  bandaging  and  care  of  the  aged,  and  visits  to  a Day  Nursery 
and  Infant  Welfare  Centre  were  arranged. 

One  School  Nurse  took  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  Award  class  for 
Bronze  and  Silver  awards  in  Mothercraft,  which  work  had  to  be  under- 
taken out  of  school  hours. 

One  School  Medical  Officer,  on  two  occasions  organised  the  showing 
of  films  on  the  subject  of  sex  education. 

Special  Surveys 

A Service  should  be  progressive  and  in  order  to  make  it  so,  research 
is  necessary.  Research  in  this  Division  took  the  form  of  two  special 
surveys  which  were  begun  in  1961  and  continued  throughout  this  year. 

Survey  of  Visual  Defects  in  Secondary  School  Children: — 

It  was  postulated  that  the  interval  between  the  visual  testing  at  the 
12-year-old  and  15-year-old  periodic  inspections  was  too  long  to  provide 
an  adequate  “screen”  for  the  seeming  increase  in  visual  defects  in  later 
school  life.  The  aim  of  this  survey  was  to  establish  the  need,  if  any, 
for  the  introduction  of  annual  vision  testing  in  all  secondary  school 
children. 

All  13-  and  14-year-old  school  children  in  the  Division  who  were 
not  already  under  treatment  for  visual  defects  were  included  in  the  survey. 
A total  of  2,524  school  children  were  tested. 

This  survey  gave  rise  to  the  conclusion  that  there  were  2.38%  of 
children  who  showed  visual  deterioration,  arising  after  the  12-year-old 
inspection,  which  would  normally  remain  undetected  until  the  school 
leaving  inspection.  The  majority  of  these  would  be  expected  to  remain 
symptom-free,  and  only  0.67%  of  the  children  showed  symptoms.  All 
the  defects  found  were  refractive  errors  which  could  be  simply  corrected 
at  any  stage.  Since  the  present  form  of  vision-testing  was  found  to  be 
efficient  in  function,  all  the  defects  discovered  would  have  been  dis- 
covered in  any  case  at  the  leaving  inspection.  Thus,  only  because  of 
symptoms,  0.67%  of  the  children  examined  could  be  said  to  be  “suffering 
to  some  extent  by  remaining  undisclosed.” 

It  was  further  concluded  that  this  figure  did  not  appear  to  justify 
the  institution  of  annual  vision-testing  as  a routine  measure  in  secondary 
schools. 

Enuresis  Alarm  Survey: — 

Five  enuresis  alarms  were  in  use  in  this  Division  throughout  the 
year.  The  survey  of  children  receiving  this  treatment  was  continued, 
following  its  inauguration  in  1961. 
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The  following  table  summarises  the  results  of  this  survey : 


No. 

% 

Successes  ... 

16 

70% 

Failures  

6 

21.5% 

Improved  not  cured 

2 

8.5% 

Total  in  series  

23 

100% 

This  shows  that  the  expected  improvement  on  the  50%  success  rate 
of  1961  has,  in  fact  occurred.  Since  the  above  figures  included  more 
intractable  cases,  a further  improvement  could  be  expected  in  the  future. 


Special  Clinics 

Ophthalmic  Climes:  Conducted  by  Dr.  Norman  Gardener,  Consultant 
Ophthalmologist,  at  Hemel  Hempstead  and  Berkhamsted. 

To  meet  the  increasing  number  of  children  awaiting  review  an 
additional  weekly  clinic  was  begun  at  “Churchill,”  Park  Road,  Hemel 
Hempstead,  in  April.  From  that  date  weekly  clinics  were  held  on 
Thursday  and  Friday  mornings  and  the  waiting  list  of  review  cases  was 
materially  improved.  Altogether  during  the  year  90  sessions  were  held 
at  which  there  were  920  attendances  with  spectacles  prescribed  for  199 
children. 

Monthly  clinics  on  Saturday  mornings  (or  by  arrangement  as  the 
waiting  list  required)  were  held  at  The  Hut,  Butts  Meadow,  Berkhamsted. 
During  the  year  there  were  11  sessions  at  which  149  attendances  were 
made  with  spectacles  prescribed  for  64  children. 

Orthoptic  Clinics:  Conducted  by  Miss  D.  C.  Hall,  County  Orthoptist. 

Weekly  sessions  were  held  at  “Churchill,”  Park  Road,  Hemel 
Hempstead,  on  Monday  and  Friday  a.m.  and  p.m.  During  the  year  there 
were  178  sessions  at  which  1,034  attendances  were  made.  Nine  children 
were  discharged  as  improved  or  cured. 

Speech  Therapy  Climes:  Conducted  by  Miss  V.  Press,  Speech  Therapist. 

Weekly  clinics  were  held  in  Hemel  Hempstead  at  “Churchill,”  Park 
Road  (Mondays  a.m.  and  p.m.),  Adeyfield  Hall  (Fridays  a.m.  and  p.m.), 
Bennetts  End  Community  Hall  (Tuesdays  a.m.  and  p.m.),  Warners  End 
Hall  (Thursday  a.m.  and  p.m.)  and  in  Berkhamsted  at  The  Hut,  Butts 
Meadow  (Wednesdays  a.m.  and  p.m.). 

During  the  year  365  sessions  were  held  at  which  there  were  1,643 
attendances.  One  hundred  and  ninety  children  were  still  in  attendance 
at  the  end  of  the  year — 64  under  treatment  and  126  under  observation. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic: 

Children  requiring  child  guidance  treatment  or  estimation  of  their 
intelligence  quotient  were  referred  to  the  clinic  at  Watford. 
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Dental  Clinics: 

With  an  improvement  in  the  number  of  dentists  joining  the  Service, 
mostly  on  a part-time  basis,  an  increase  in  both  the  number  of  clinic 
sessions  and  school  dental  inspections  was  possible.  At  the  central  clinic 
at  “Churchill,”  Park  Road,  Hemel  Hempstead,  an  innovation  was  tried 
with  the  establishment  of  evening  dental  sessions  on  each  Tuesday  and 
Friday  and  Saturday  morning  sessions  on  alternative  weeks.  These 
sessions  were  primarily  intended  for  secondary  school  children  to  save 
the  material  wastage  of  school  time  which,  under  the  previous  arrange- 
ments, was  inevitable.  The  innovation,  it  is  hoped,  was  as  much  appre- 
ciated by  the  scholars  as  it  was  by  their  teachers,  though,  naturally,  there 
may  be  some  doubt  about  this. 

Morning  sessions  (including  school  dental  inspections)  were  held 
daily  at  The  Hut,  Butts  Meadow,  Berkhamsted. 

Breathing  Exercises  Clinic: 

Children  suffering  from  chest  complaints  which  might  benefit  from 
breathing  exercises  are  referred  to  the  clinic  from  the  primary  schools 
after  medical  examination.  The  clinic,  which  was  held  weekly  on  Tuesday 
mornings  during  school  term  periods  at  “Churchill,”  Park  Road,  Hemel 
Hempstead,  was  conducted  by  Miss  N.  Chatterton  of  the  County  Physical 
Education  staff. 


Convalescent  Mouse  Treatment 

During  the  year  four  children  were  admitted  to  short-stay  holiday 
homes  for  convalescent  treatment,  the  County  Council  accepting  financial 
responsibility  for  their  maintenance. 


Handicapped  Pupils 


For  the  year  ended  31.12.62  the  following  handicapped  pupils  were: 


(a)  Newly  placed  in  special  schools  or  boarding  homes : — 


Blind  ...  ...  ...  2 

Delicate  ...  ...  ...  3 

Maladjusted  ...  ...  9 

Physically  Handicapped  3 

Total 


Educationally  sub-normal 
Deaf 

Partially  Deaf 

30 


11 

1 

1 


Newly  assessed  as  needing  special  educational  treatment  in  special 
schools  or  in  boarding  homes:  — 


Deaf 

Maladjusted 

Physically  Handicapped 
Epileptic 


1 

17 

6 

1 


Total 


Delicate  ...  ...  ...  6 

Educationally  sub-normal  25 

Blind  2 

Partially  sighted  ...  1 

59 


Number  of  handicapped  pupils  in  special  schools  at  31.12.62 : 


Blind  ...  ...  ...  4 

Deaf  or  partially  deaf  ...  16 

Delicate  ...  ...  ...  8 

Physically  handicapped  10 

Total 


Educationally  sub-normal 
Maladjusted 

Epileptic  

128 


61 

28 

1 


(d)  Number  of  handicapped  pupils  receiving  home  tuition  ...  6 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICES 


More  patients  were  treated  by  the  Home  Nurses  last  year  than  in  the 
previous  year  and  almost  1,700  more  visits  were  made.  The  total  number 
of  visits  was  26,899  and  these  were  made  among  1,016  patients.  Of  this 
number,  567  or  55%  of  the  patients  were  aged  65  years  or  over  and  they 
received  19,330  visits  or  72%  of  the  total.  Again  the  increase  was  largely, 
if  not  entirely,  among  the  Borough  residents  showing,  perhaps,  not  so 
much  an  increase  in  the  sickness  rate,  but  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
elderly  people  in  the  Borough  and  the  greater  use  by  them  of  the  Service. 

While  the  Home  Nursing  Service  is  intended  to  serve  the  family  as  a 
whole,  the  elderly,  as  a group,  have  and  will  always  have  the  greatest 
need.  It  is  to  their  needs  the  nurse  has  to  devote  most  of  her  time  and 
attention.  It  is  from  them  that  the  nurse  receives  the  greatest  apprecia- 
tion for  she  visits,  and  is  received,  as  a friend  and  is  welcome  for  her 
company  as  well  as  for  her  ministrations.  It  is  this  attitude  of  under- 
standing and  respect  which  makes  it  a rewarding  service  for  both  patient 
and  nurse  alike. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

The  pattern  of  the  Home  Help  Service  showed  little  change  from 
previous  years.  The  aged  sick  and  infirm  received  almost  80%  of  the 
total  help  and  once  again  the  Service  battled  with  the  old  problem  of 
supply  and  demand.  Perhaps  the  problem  was  not  quite  so  severe  as  in 
the  previous  year  for  recruitment  to  the  Service  was  not  quite  so  difficult 
and,  in  consequence,  it  was  possible  to  increase  the  total  available  hours 
by  4,500  or  7%. 

The  Service  suffered  a personal  loss  in  August  with  the  death  of 
Mrs.  M.  Dixon  who  had  served  in  the  Tring  area  as  part-time  Organiser 
since  the  inception  of  the  Home  Help  Service  in  1948.  All  who  knew 
her  will  miss  her  bright,  cheery  countenance  for  she  was  essentially  a 
happy,  amiable  woman  to  whom  helping  people  in  sickness  and  adversity 
came  naturally.  It  is  upon  the  strength  and  character  of  such  people  as 
Mrs.  Dixon  that  the  Home  Help  Service  lives  and  progresses. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Perhaps  the  most  difficult  section  of  the  report  to  write  is  this,  the 
last  section,  for  in  Mental  Health  work  so  much  time  and  effort  is  spent 
in  achieving  what  to  most  people  seems  so  little.  Yet  work  in  this 
unspectacular  field  of  medicine  must  go  on  and  there  are  results  to  be 
achieved  which  are  worth-while  to  patient,  parent  or  relative  though  they 
may  not  immediately  appear  to  be  so  to  the  community. 

The  work  among  the  mentally  sub-normal  proceeded  smoothly  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  102  patients  on  the  active  visiting  lists  of  the 
Mental  Welfare  Officers  had  received  regular  care  and  supervision. 
Almost  50  children  and  young  adults  were  attending  the  Junior  Training 
Centre  where  a happy  atmosphere  and  a kindly  discipline  engendered 
in  the  children  a keenness  to  develop  whatever  small  talent  they 
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possessed.  Mention  must  be  made  of  the  Social  Club  at  the  Centre  which 
is  held  fortnightly  on  a Thursday  evening.  The  Club  is  run  by  an  asso- 
ciation of  business  and  professional  men,  the  “Lions,5’  with  transport  to 
and  from  the  Club  provided  by  the  Parents’  Association.  Here  is  a fine 
example  of  voluntary  work  among  the  under-privileged  which  could  be 
copied  with  advantage  in  other  spheres  and  which  it  is  hoped  might  be 
extended  to  any  similar  Club  which  might  be  formed  in  the  future  to  help 
those  recovering  from  mental  illness. 

Work  among  the  mentally  ill  also  made  progress,  if  somewhat 
slowly,  and  much  time  was  spent  in  helping  these  unfortunate  people  in 
their  after-care,  rehabilitation  and  in  finding  suitable  work.  The  benefits 
of  this  form  of  supportive  therapy  are  not  easy  to  measure  and  are  often 
only  of  a temporary  nature.  It  is,  however,  a useful  form  of  therapy 
helping  the  often  over-taxed  family  as  much  as  the  patient  and  it  is  work 
which  will  receive  ever  increasing  prominence  and  attention  as  the  Mental 
Health  Services  develop. 
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